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DEVELOPMENT OF NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS 



Reproduced hr ron'inr of “The limes' 


Visual signalling is still one of the principal methods of Naval Communication even in these days of jet aircraft and radar. This picture, 
taken from the signal deck of H.M.S. Eagle, shows a signalman using a flashing light as the ship turns into the wind to launch aircraft 



IN THE lime of Nelson. Ihc only noteworthy that the incorrect deervp- i 

method of signalling between ships was lion of one word in a signal from the nnirTiyA [I1DCPA0T 
by Mags, while for conveying orders or Admiral alloat to the Commander-in- II n A I I I Pi II Hllllliilitl 
information over longer distances, the Chief during the Hattie of Crete com- UIIHI I IliU I UIILU MU I 
only solution was to send a frigate to pletclv reversed the meaning, and led COMMISSIONING 

carry despatches. to the premature withdrawal of the l nn T ,,.- 

From this has grown the complex heavy ships from the area. That may * K ' ,."v*''' 1 r l ,, ,i-i- 1 1c 
network of naval communications not seem much of an advertisement. NEXT SIX MONTHS 

covering the entire world. but is quoted as an illustration of what Grsi rai. Sfrvicf. (all ships com- 

Thc officers and ratings of the com- can go wrong if any member of the missioning at Portsmouth) 

munication branch of today arc re- branch fails in his duties. December 1: H.M.S. Agincourt 

sponsible, between them, for prepara- "Sparkers" and • Buntings” arc (Mediterranean/Home Elect); H.M.S. 
tion of messages for dispatch, crypto- familiar enough to the Navy in Harrosa (Mediterranean/Home Fleet), 
graphy. transmission, distribution and general. It may not. however, be Januarv 4; H.M.S. Magpie (Home 
tiling. Such duties may take them to realised that in shore stations a great Fleet/South Atlantic), 
sea. to shore communication centres, number arc members of the W.R.N.S. ]: n j January; H.M.S. Sheffield 
naval air stations or to many unusual With the advent of the North (Mediterranean/Home l icet), 
situations. Atlantic Treaty Organisation the im- March; H.NI.S. Morecambc Bay 

On the accurate and speedy cncryp- portancc of communications in the (Home Flect/Amcriea and West 
tion. transmission, decryption and re- navies concerned is even greater than indies Station), 
production of a signal may depend the before. To facilitate common working. End March: H.M.S. Scorpion 
entire success of a major operation, in many cases foreign communication (Mediterrancan/Homc Fleet). 

The responsibility borne therefore by ratings have been loaned to British | Mid-April: H.M.S. Wrangler 
even the most junior rating can be ships to form part of their complement (Home Fleet/Mediterranean); HALS, 
enormous. Naturally, it is the mistakes and so become accustomed to working | Wakeful (Home Fleet/Mediterranean), 
which become publicised, and it is in English. | p OK Foreion Service 

Januarv 15: H.M.S. Concord (Far 
East) commissioning at Singapore. 

Mid-February: HALS. Wren (Per¬ 
sian Gulf) commissioning at Bahrein. 

February 2): H.M.S. Newfound¬ 
land (Far East) commissioning at 
Portsmouth. 

Note 

Under the General Service Commis¬ 
sion Scheme, operational aircraft 
carriers will now alternate between the 
Home and Mediterranean Fleets. To 
facilitate development of doctrine 
governing the tactical employment of 
aircraft carriers and carrier-borne air¬ 
craft. the post of Flag Officer Heavy 
Squailron. Home Fleet, is being re¬ 
placed by that of Flag Officer Air¬ 
craft Carriers. This officer will have 
responsibilities to both Commandcrs- 
in-Chicf concerned in respect of the 
employment of operational carriers 
and carrier-borne aircraft. 
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EDITORIAL I IT WAS a great privilege to be able 

to visit the Fleet on the Far East 
AN UNASSUMING but efleclive Station anti on the East Indies Station. 
- . .... . . .. and it is satisfactory to feel that owing 

feature of this newspaper has been the , hc specd of mH(Jcrn lravc , it has 

lohn English Column. at last been possible for a First Sea 


THE FAR EAST AND EAST INDIES STATIONS 

This article was specially written for ‘Navy News’ bv The First Lord of the Admiralty, « n 'y and morale of the volunteer 

- _ _ Reserves concerned. 


The Rt. Hon. J. P. L. Thomas, M.P. 


lohn English Column. 

In this issue we have dealt with a 
question which at some time or other 


Lord of the Admiralty to visit the 
Far East Station while in office. 


[uesuon wn.cn a. some umc or inner 0nc „ f , hc objccts of my , our was 
.s affected most of us in the Service. f or the Secretary of the Admiralty, 
nely. the tenure of furnished houses who accompanied me. and myself to 
d fiats. We feel sure that the expert 'earn at first hand the problems of 
v. «.% inosc who serve in, or work for, Ihc 

wer will help a number of men to Roya| Navv> and M makc it easicr for 

>m this question gives great eon- w hcn dealing with their problems 
n. in the Admiralty to visualise the con- 

... ditions under which work is carried 

I he questions submitted and an- ou , and |jfc js , ivcd on , hesc IWO sta . 

"cred in this column arc but a small ,ions. Although I travelled from place 
raction of the total which we have re- to place by air in a remarkably short 


.cived. In point of fact, the majority of lime, this did not prevent me from 
... realising how vast arc the areas cm- 


questions are answered privately. 


braced by the East Indies and the Far 


This column provides an opportunity East Stations. I wish I could have 
for readers who may be worried to journeyed in one of Her Majesty's 

aftsrs 

problems with others. Should readers travel was out of the question in the 

wish advice on any difficulty, they are time at my disposal. 

advised to write to John English c/o O n| V *>y flying was I able to spend 

F.liinr yjivv k n Rir. “ veral «•>'* in snore establishments 

the Editor. Navy News, R.N. Bar- an(J on boar(| Her Majcs|y - s shjps at 

racks. Portsmouth. Singapore. Hong Kong, Colombo and 

_ Trincomalec. I was left under no illu¬ 
sion about the effect of heat and 
m | humidity both ashore and afloat. 

Navy News o , 

* VWts to Ships 

can be obtained Most of m y ,im e was spent seeing 
as many ships and establishments as 
from your possible and talking to as many 

Npwcacpnr_ people as my programme allowed. 

newsagent: At Singapore I was glad to pay a 

n , , , fleeting visit to the Roval Malayan 

Place a regular order Navv and I visited H.M.S. St. Bride's 
NIFlW Bay, H.M.S. Birmingham and H.M.S. 



I made a particular point of examin¬ 
ing housing conditions for those living 
ashore. While it is true that we have 
many very good houses on the East 
Indies and Far East Stations, it is 
equally true that some people arc liv¬ 
ing in unsatisfactory houses, particu¬ 
larly in Trincomalec. This is a situa¬ 
tion that is difficult to remedy quickly 
because the remedy depends so much 
on the availability of the necessary 
money for building. I cannot makc 
any promise about building pro¬ 
grammes. hut I shall not forget what 
I have seen and it will he my aim to 
ensure that as our resources allow so 
the position will be improved. 


Travelling Ambassador 
Everywhere I went I reminded ships’ 
companies of the extent to which this 
country is judged by the manner in 
which the Royal Navy carries itself 
when overseas and that the White 
Ensign is still the best travelling ambas¬ 
sador that we have today. 1 have no 
hesitation in saying that the Far East 
Fleet and the East Indies Fleet fully 
live up to the spirit of this tradition 
and we can all be very proud of them. 

Although the wars in Korea and 
Indo-China have, fortunately, come to 
an end. it is still obvious that the Far 
East remains a potential trouble area 

Singapore, nong Kong, co.omoo ana -“ d *° ‘g** “L* 8 !&Ij 1 * ‘Jl* ffij* 

si on C a'hou t*' t he^Vffect oMie* and Kl'lll* a** W fc h of , lhree babie ?- on yard * J “ ein ? departments as indies Fleet are bound to continue to 

sion about the elfcct of heat and board dunng her refugee operations possible and talking to as many cm- p | ay an important part in our naval 

humidity both ashore and afloat. from Indo-China! I also had the oppor- ployees. both European and Asian, as strategy and to represent a powerful 

,uni 'y ° f 8°' n S lo H M s Simbang. the my time allowed. We are very fortu- deterrent against aggression, The Navy 

\ tats to Ship* air station from which 848 Squadron nate indeed m having such enthusiasm j, j ust „ much a power for peace 

Most of my time was spent seeing of helicopters has done such marvel- and efficiency in the shore establish- m ^e p ar Ea S j as j ( j s j n E uro pc 

as many ships and establishments as lous work in Malaya. At Hong Kong I ments and in the Royal Dockyards. To those now serving on the East 


possible and talking to as many again went on board H.M.S. Binning- | visited the Malayan Royal Naval Indies or Far East Stations or who 
people as m> programme allowed. ham as well as visiting H.M.S. Consort Volunteer Reserve as well as the may have to serve there in the future 
At Singapore I was glad to pay a and H.M.S. Crane. I also had the pnvi- Singapore Sea Cadets while in Singa- I can say that you may be sure that, 
fleeting viut to the Royal Malayan lege: of visiting H.M.C.S. Huron and pore. In Hong Kong I visited the Hong however trying you may find the life 
Navy and I visited H M S. St Br.de s H.M.N.Z.S. Kan.ere Later at Kong R.N.V.R. and the Hong Kong either ashore or afloat, you will be 
Bay. H.M.S. Birmingham and H.M.S. Colombo I visited H.M.S. Loch Alvic Women's Volunteer Reserve. In each playing a vital role in the quest for 
Warrior—the last-named still wearing and was delighted to have the chance case 1 was deeply impressed by the peace. We at this end will do all we 
proudly the three-stork emblem sig- of seeing something of the Royal enthusiasm, high standards of effici- can for your welfare and well-being. 

-_ Ceylon Navy, and while at Tnnco- ____ 

■ malee 1 was able to go on board 


BAUN & CO 

Naval Tailors and Outfitters 


Established 

1880 


172 & 182 QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH 

IMrmbert, tater-Port Nani Trader* dnotlalkm Lid.) 

NAVAL ALLOTMENTS ARRANGED 

PRICE LIST ON REQUEST 

FIRST IN THE FIELD FOREMOST EVER SINCE 


TELEPHONE 2482/3 


ESTABLISHED SO YEARS 


R. L. EVELYN LTD. 

WHOLESALERS OF TOYS & STATIONERY 
★ PARTY ORDERS A SPECIALITY ★ 


48 FRATTON ROAD 


PORTSMOUTH 




LIMITED 

PRINTERS • STATIONERS • BOOKSELLERS and PUBLISHERS 

Large Selection of 

BOXED CHRISTMAS CARDS 

All Relations 

Also range of Stock Pattern embossed Naval 
Christmas Cards available 


NELSON HOUSE 

13 EDINBURGH ROAD. PORTSMOUTH 

TEL. PORTSMOUTH 73271 

Also at THE BOOKSTALL. ROYAL NAVAL BARRACKS 
CHATHAM 



H.M.S. Newfoundland. 

Everywhere I went I was impressed 
by the manner in which ships' com¬ 
panies were carrying out their duties 
under trying climatic conditions, and 
it gave me much satisfaction to be 
able to tell them how proud Her 
Majesty's Government are of their 
bearing, morale and efficiency. 

Local Overseas Allowances 

In many of the ships I visited I was 
able to talk to the officers and to 
representative groups of ratings. This 
was a very valuable and instructive 
experience. I was glad to find that the 
ratings did not hesitate lo talk freely 
to me on the many topics uppermost in 
their minds, such as pension rates, sea¬ 
going local overseas allowances, ad¬ 
vancement problems, family matters, 
and so on—even that unusual topic, 
food! I hope that the fact that we have 
at last been able to introduce sea-going 
local overseas allowances will go far 
to eliminate what has been a sore 
point in the minds of sea-goers for 
many years. At least I am encouraged 
to think.so by the enthusiastic recep¬ 
tion which was given everywhere to 
this announcement. 

I made a very full tour of shore 
establishments and of the Royal Dock- 


tOOKS AND STEW ARDS 
VOLUNTEERS FOR 
OVERSEAS SERVICE 

OVERSEAS SERVICE for ratings of 
the Cook (O) and Steward branches 
is limited by the employment on 
foreign stations of loc-.il entries 
(Maltese, Chinese, Goanese). - This 
makes it all the more important that 
volunteers should send their names 
in to the Drafting Office, through 
their divisional and commanding 
officers, so that when possible those ; 
who wish to go shall go. When read¬ 
ing the commissioning forecast. Cooks 
(O) and Stewards should note that, for 
the present, Portsmouth men serve, or 
will serve, only in the following ships: 

Foreign Service.—None. 

General Service. — Albion, Bigbury 
Bay, Kenya, Magpie, Morccambc Bay. 

But there arc, of course, a number 
of home sea billets for Cooks (O) and 
Stewards. 

Cooks (S) 

At present, the only ships on foreign 
or general service that arc to carry 
locally entered Cook (S) ratings arc 
Whitcsand Bay and Wren. Otherwise 
all Portsmouth ships carry Portsmouth 
Cook (S) ratings. 


One of Our Reporters is 
Missing!! 



GOING DOWN 

Picture taken during the recent demonstration to the Press of Ihc submarine 
escape loner at H.M.S. Dolphin, the submarine base at Gosport. 

A ''reporter” announced loudly that he wished to contact his paper 
immediately and could not get to the telephone by means of the lift (door 
to the lift shown in background). He was advised to stand on the bell and 
makc his way lo the bottom of the 100-foot tower the wet way. The 
"reporter” is shown starting the descent, with the bell dimly visible below him. 
lie could be seen going down firmly clutching his hat, and Ihen disappeared in 
the depths below through an air lock at the bottom of the tower. It was later 
discovered that the "reporter” was impersonated by Lieut. P. II. Harper, R.N., 
who is on the staff of the Flag Officer Submarines. 
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A.F.Os. of Interest 


THOSE A.F.Oj. marked with an 
asterisk have been published for dis¬ 
play on ships’ companies' notice 
boards. 

Education 

•A.F.O. 2512/54 published the time¬ 
table for the General Certificate of 
Education for Her Majesty's Forces to 
be held between Wednesday. Novem¬ 
ber 24. and Tuesday. December 7. 

Loan Service in Commonwealth 
Navies or Elsewhere 

•A.F.Os. 2520/54 and 2521/54 an¬ 
nounced that certain senior rating 
volunteers arc required for loan as 
instructors with the Royal Malayan 
Navy. 

•A.F.O. 2569/54 made the disjinc- 1 
lion clear between (a) loan to a Com¬ 
monwealth Navy for a certain fixed 
period, normally two or three years, 
and the conditions under which it may 
be permitted and (b) entry, when all 
connections with the Royal Navy arc 
severed. The present position precludes 
the release of men from the Royal 
Navy for entry into a Commonwealth 
Navy unless there are exceptional com¬ 
passionate circumstances connected 
with dependants or near relatives. 

Rifle .Shooting at Bisley 

•A.F.O. 2522/54 referred to the 
annual meetings of the Royal Naval 
Rifle Association and the National 
Rifle Association at Bisley in June and 
July last and expressed the hope that 
the considerable improvement in naval 
marksmanship shown by the results of 
the competitions will continue and that 
everything possible will be done to 
encourage rifle and pistol shooting in 
order to keep up the prestige of the 
Royal Navy at Bisley and proficiency 
in the use of small arms throughout 
the Services. 

Toothbrushes 

A.F.O. 2558/54 introduced a new 
pattern of toothbrush obtainable from 
Service clothing stores. There is now a 
choice between a bristle and a nylon 
brush of style and design accepted by 
'modern principles. The choice be¬ 
tween nylon and natural bristle is a 
personal matter, but generally speak¬ 
ing. bristles tend to soften sooner than 
nylon and will therefore appeal to 
those whose gums arc sensitive. The 
A.F.O. also reminded us of the im¬ 
portant fact that the proper method of 
brushing teeth is in the direction of 
growth, i.c.. from the gum, and not 
across the teeth. The latter method 
may result-in gfooves being worn in 
the sensitive necks of the teeth. 

Children 

•A.F.O. 2578/54 conveyed the 

thanks of the committee of the 
Trafalgar Day Orphan Fund to all 
those Who have subscribed and organ¬ 


ised entertainments in aid of the 
Trafalgar Day Orphan Fund. 1953, 
which amounted to £4.625 3». Id. This 
A.F.O. showed the distribution of the 
total amount subscribed to 13 homes 
for children and orphans of naval and 
Royal Marine personnel. 

•A.F.O. 2579/54 announced that 
there are at present 25 vacancies at the 
British Seamen's Orphan Boys' Home. 
Brixham, the object of which is to 
provide primarily for the orphan (or 
otherwise in circumstances of difli- 
culty) sons of men of the Royal Navy. 
Royal Marines. Merchant Service and 
Fishing Fleets, from seven years old to 
school-leaving age. when every effort is 
made to enable them to enter the Royal 
Navy or the Merchant Service or to 
find good civilian posts for them. 

Travelling 

•A.F.O. 2588/54 reprinted particu¬ 
lars of the concessions for travel by 
rail at reduced rates for officers and 
men; wives; dependent children under 
16 years of age; widows and dependent 
children under 16 years of age of a 
deceased officer or rating for a period 
of three months following the date of 
notification of death; also for visits of 
certain relatives to officers and men in 
hospital for not more than two rela¬ 
tives on the occasion of each visit (this 
limitation docs not include wives and 
dependent children under 16 years of 
age). The A.F.O. also described the 
documentary evidence that must be 
presented at the booking office to 
obtain a reduced fare. It also impressed 
upon all entitled to participate that the 
reduced fares are not granted by the 
Admiralty but by the railway authori¬ 
ties. and any person improperly acquir¬ 
ing. using or transferring a ticket 
obtainable under these arrangements, 
or attempting to do so. will be liable 
to prosecution in the civil courts; and 
that abuse of these concessions may 
lead to their withdrawal. 

A.F.O. 2634/54 consolidated and 
brought up to date the detailed rules 
governing entitlement to free passages 
for families of naval personnel serv¬ 
ing abroad. In particular, it combined 
in one order the new Family Passage 
Rules resulting from the introduction 
of the General Service Commissions, 
and the old rules which continue to 
apply to personnel who have not yet 
come within the scope of the General 
Service Commission and associated 
schemes and to personnel in the small 
number of special appointments which 
will remain outside the new schemes. 

Hotels for the Royal Navy 

•A.F.O. 2648/54 announced that the 
British Sailors' Society has opened the 
Victory Hotel. 38 Clarence Parade. 
Soulhsca, as a licensed residential 
hotel for married ratings and their 
families (including W.R.N.S.). and 


PORTSMOUTH NAVY NEWS 


gave particulars of the scale of charges, 
etc. 

•A.F.O. 2649/54 announced that the 
King George's Fund for Sailors has 
purchased a building at Greenhill. 
Weymouth, as a residential hotel for 
the Royal Navy. The purchase price 
was found from money presented by 
the Natal "Salute to Britain" Fund. 
The A.F.O. gave particulars of the 
scale of charges, etc. 

Pay and Allowances 

•A.F.O. 2632/54 gave the welcome 
news that ships' companies of Her 
Majesty's ships on overseas stations 
arc to be brought into the general 
scheme iff local overseas allowance. 
Previously local overseas allowance, 
which is designed to meet the higher 
costs often prevailing at certain ports 
abroad, was confined to those on shore 
service in the particular areas. It is now 
to be extended to ships’ companies 
serving afloat on the stations where it 
applies. It has been pointed out that 
the operation of this scheme may be 
vulnerable to criticism of inequality 
between ships in the same vicinity but 
on different service. Every effort has 
been made to frame the regulations so 
that they may operate as fairly as pos¬ 
sible. but it is essential to the success of 
the scheme that all concerned should 
fully appreciate the need to accept it 
as a whole. 

Their l ordships of the Admiralty 
are confident that the Fleet will recog¬ 
nise this, realising the considcrahle 
benelil which the introduction of the 
scheme will bring to all sea-going per¬ 
sonnel on overseas stations. Any alter¬ 
native would have involved an ex¬ 
tremely complex set of regulations 
which would not. in themselves, have 
provided any greater safeguard against 
anomalies. 


Have YOU a personal problem? . . . 

ASK JOHN ENGLISH 


Motoring Notes 


BY THE time this article appears in 
print the Motor Show at Earl's Court 
will have ended and the motor trade 
will have taken a deep breath and 
started to settle down again for the 
next 12 months. There are signs this 
year that deliveries of most makes may 
be a little easier than last year. The 
pattern of deliveries will, however, re¬ 
main the same and so far as can bo 
scen will Ik constant for years to 
come. The motoring public docs not 
generally seem to have recognised the 
pattern and perhaps a reminder might 
be useful. 

Export Quota 

Generally speaking, the peak of our 
export trade occurs between April and 
September each year, so that fewer 
cars reach the home market during this 
period. The demand, however, slackens 
between September and April so that 
the home market then receives a big¬ 
ger quota and deliveries arc better. 
The sensible policy for anyone requir¬ 
ing a new car is to order it now for 
delivery during the winter months, 
otherwise you will have an infuriating 
time watching next summer slip past 
waiting and wailing for your car. 
whilst your neighbour, who was wiser 
and ordered early, quietly laughs at 
you as he gets his new car out. 

Incidentally most dealers receive an 
annual allocation of cars which may 
be four or five of one model, or a 
dozen. If your dealer's allocation is. 
say. 12 spread over 12 months, it fol¬ 
lows that the first customer to order 
will have only a few weeks to wait, 
whereas the twelfth may have to wait 
12 months although his order may 
have been given only a day or so after 
the first. 

Winter Routine 

As a rule Motor Show time is also 
time for you to think about changing 
your engine oil for a thinner grade. 


Whilst having this done it may be wise 
to change your gear-box and rear-axle 
oils as well. These should always be 
changed at 5.000 miles, or every six 
months, whichever is the sooner. Don't 
forget that extreme pressure oils de¬ 
teriorate with age and must be changed 
every six months regardless of mileage, 
even if you haven't registered 5.000 
miles since the last change. A reason¬ 
able charge for changing oils is about 
two shillings, or four shillings if the 
filters arc cleaned or changed It often 
pays to enquire beforehand. 

Frost W arning 

Now is also the time to have vour 
radiator flushed out, hose dips 
tightened and leaks checked, and anti¬ 
freeze put in your radiator. It is worth 
checking what your garage charges for 
this service—the average charge for 
flushing out and refilling is about half 
a crown, but the mere act of letting 
out some water and topping up with 
anti-freeze docs not merit any charge 
for labour at all. 

New Developments—the Tubeless 
Tyre 

The new tubeless tyre marketed bv 
Dunlop. India. Firestone, etc. is really 
a well-tried American ptent and is 
seriously worth considering when next 
you have new lyres. There is no catch 
in them and they arc the same price as 
the conventional cover and tube. They 
cannot at present be fitted to wire 
wheels, unfortunately. Incidentally 
they can be re-moulded like conven¬ 
tional tyres. There arc no particular 
snags in fitting them apart from clean¬ 
ing up the wheel rim and seating for the 
tyre bead. Garages do not charge for 
fitting new tyres however, so it is just 
as easy to let them do it for you. 

A. E. Marsh 


Medical Health 

CARE OF TIIE TEETH 

WE HAVE been told often how den¬ 
tal disease can affect our general 
health, and how important it is to 
maintain our mouths in a clean and 
healths state, but do we all act on this 
knowledge? 

Our mouths arc our own and their 
care is our responsibility. The dental 
surgeon can help us by treatment and 
advice, but his efforts are largely 
wasted if we do not ourselves look 
after our mouths intelligently and- 
conscientiously. 

The correct way to clean the teeth 
•is to brush them from the gums to 
the biting surfaces. Scrubbing them to 
and fro crosswise does not clean them 
properly, and in addition this habit 
may cause the gums and the necks of 
the teeth to be injured. Try cleaning 
an old comb with a nailbrush and 
you will find that it is useless to brush 
across the tines; only a sweeping 
movement from the base to the tips 
will remove the accumulated fluff. 
Similarly, vour own teeth must be 
brushed from the gums to the biting 
surfaces to prevent food collecting 
round them. Brushing must be done 
thoroughly, and both back and front 
teeth and all their surfaces—that is 
inner, outer and biting surfaces—must 
be kept clean. 

The best time to clean the teeth is 
after meals. Do so after each meal if 
possible, but in any case after the last 
meal at night. 

For various reasons, modern man is 

E xticularly prone to dental disease. 

nfortunatelv we arc often unaware 
that anything is wrong until it is too 
late. The only way to ensure that any 
disease present is remedied early is 
to have our mouths inspected at 
regular and frequent intervals so that 
decay can be detected before it has 
gone too far. 

If you cannot obtain dental 
attention and you notice that your 
gums are sore and liable to bleed, you 
can ease the condition by washing 
out your mouth vigorously with warm 
salt water one tcaspoonful to half a 
cup. using a small mouthful at a time 
and forcing the mouthwash to and fro 
between the teeth. 

Do not keep a toothbrush until it is 
soggy and broken. Get a new one. 
When used correctly, it matters little 
whether it is nylon or bristle, or hard 
or medium. Generally a medium brush 
is preferable. 

if you wear a denture, keep it clean 
with "any good denture powder. You 
may wear a full denture at night, but 
never a partial one. 

If you have not been examined for 
some time, ask for a dental examina¬ 
tion. Owing to the shortage of dental 
officers, you may not have been 
detailed for inspection. The man. how¬ 
ever. who is interested enough in 
himself to ask for inspection, and who 
tries to keep his mouth clean and 
healthy , has the best chance of obtain¬ 
ing adequate treatment. 

S.J. A. 


Notice to Quit 

I AM serving in the Mediterranean. I 
have received a letter from my wife 
saying that she has had a letter from 
her landlady saying that she must get 
out. The accommodation we occupy is 
the ground floor of a house and the 
furniture is all ours. We share the 
kitchen, however, with other tenants 
who occupy the first-floor flat. The 
landlady does not live in the house. My 
wife is obviously very worried and 
seems to think that if she doesn't find 
somewhere else to go she will be 
thrown out by the end of the week. 
What shall I do? 

Answer: The first thing you must do 
of course is to see your Itivisional 
Officer and he will take steps, through 
the Family Welfare Officer of your 
Manning Division to investigate the 
matter, hut subject to this essential 
course here is some general advice. 

The fact that you are sharing a kit¬ 
chen does not prevent your case from 
| falling within the provisions of the 
Heal Acts which are designed to pro¬ 
tect tenants, because the sharing is 
not with your landlady but with oilier 
tenants. Nobody can be thrown out 
into the street these days by a landlord. 

You do not say on what gi minds 
notice to quit is given, ll'halever the 
reason may be. the first question to be 
asked is whether the notice to quit is 
valid. Very often notices to quit given 
by laymen lack the essential legal in¬ 
gredients. I'roviding the notice is valid, 
the landlady can take out a summons 
for possession which in due coarse, 
about two months after the service of 
the summons, would be heard by a 
Coiiiiiv Court Judge. The Judge would 
not make an order for possession 
I unless the grounds on which posses- 
| sion was asked for fell within the law. 
These are very few. such as non-pay¬ 
ment of rent, nuisance, breach of 
covenant, or that the landlady genu¬ 
inely requires the accommodation for 
her own use. Even if the landlady does ' 
genuinely require the accommodation ; 

MARRIED 

QUARTERS 

j AS FORECAST in last month's 
article, another contract for building 
has been let. This time it is at Fort j 
Brockhurst where 80 ratings' three- ' 
hedroomed houses will he built. This ! 
will be a small and pleasant estate j 
with very good bus services close at 
hand. 

The work at Paulsgrovc is going | 
well; roads arc appearing and the 
foundations of a number of houses are 
| in hand. The weather at the time of 
I writing is helping and good progress 
I is being made, lire block ol' officers' 
flats in Old Portsmouth is also making 
j good progress. The footings and 
foundations are complete, the old 
j cellars have been filled in and the flats 
arc beginning to rise above floor level. 

Planning of other sites is going 
ahead and the next announcement of a 
start may not be far ahead. It may well 
be that the next site where work will 
begin will be at Stamshaw. where there 
is suitable land next to H.M.S. Phienix. 
Here it is planned to build flats to take \ 
the best advantage of the limited 
amount of land available. There will 
be 60 thrcc-hcdroomed flats and 36 
two-bedroomed flats. It will be very 
conveniently placed for those working 
in the Dockyard area. 

During the month it has been pos¬ 
sible to make an allocation of hirings 
to the Royal Yacht Britannia, which 
was not originally in the scheme as 
she did not leave the builders' yard 
until after it had started, and to the 
new aircraft carrier Bulwark, which is 
shortly expected at Portsmouth from 
the builders' yard. Temporary arrange¬ 
ments have also been made to bring 
Diligence, the small-craft base at 
Hythc. within the Portsmouth scheme 
until they get their own married 
quarters. 

There arc signs that the central 
roster and administration should be 
bought into force by the end of the 
year. When it comes this will be a big 
step forward as it will mean that every¬ 
one will be on the same roster and not 
dependent on the position in his par¬ 
ticular ship or establishment. There 
can be little doubt that at present the 
chances of getting a married quarter 
vary in different ships and establish¬ 
ments and there are also sonic ships 
which it has not been possible to bring 
fully into the scheme as they were 
not “entitled" when it was first 
brought into force. These anomalies 
will be ironed out by the central 
roster. 


she will have to prove to the satisfac¬ 
tion of the Court that her need is 
greater than your family's. 

You will realise that this is a very 
complicated subject and I can only 
advise in very general terms. 

They W ish to Adopt a Child 

My wife and 1 have no children of 
our own. We have been abroad for 
quite a long commission and our cir¬ 
cumstances are such that we are able 
to set up a reasonably comfortable 
home. Wc arc shortly returning to 
England and we would like to adopt a 
child. Can you give me some idea as 
to how we should go about this? 

Answer: There are a number of 
approved adoption societies, and the 
Padre or Family Welfare Officer would 
put you in touch with one. Alterna¬ 
tively. the Children's Officer of the 
local authority in whose area you live 
might be able to help you. 

You and your wife won hi adopt the 
child jointly. Normally adoption 
would not be approved if the appli¬ 
cant is under the age of 2.5 years or is 
lew than 21 years older than the child. 
There are exceptions to this. In your 
case, having found a child, as indicated 
above, you will give notice to the local 
authority in the area where you live 
and the child would then come to your 
home for a probationary period of 
three months At the commencement 
of that period you have to give notice 
to the local authority. At the end of 
the three months' period you go round 
to the Magistrates' Clerk and lake out 
the necessary papers for adoption. The 
consent of the parents of the child 
will of course have to be obtained. 

Once von have the order the child 
will in all respects be in the same posi¬ 
tion as if it was vour natural child and 
the Court will lake the necessary 
action to have the cliiltTs name altered 
in the records at Somerset House. 


Insurance Facilities lor Service Hen 

(or unbilled snd craluirout advice 
unqucttionable iccunty 
choice o* beu market* 
efficient claim* icrvice 
ever* miihction 

C. H. RANSOM. Incorporated Insurance Broker 
78/79. PEARL BUILDINGS. PORTSMOUTH 

Te'rt'*>C"c/Trtr?'omt' Portsmouth 7105© 


Nearly time 
expired? 

Then make the most of 
your training, join the 

ROYAL 

NEW ZEALAND 
NAVY 


You get your R.N. rating and full pay on 
leaving the U.K. Pay is high. Family 
allowance for each child is to/- a week 
from date of arrival in New Zealand. Your 
family (navel out free I First engagement 6 
years. Good superannuation or gratuity. 

IMMEDIATE VACANCIES FOR: 


leadUd Sows 


(sjiK Men 
bilkers 
Sitter Mectaw. 
Kidio Electrical 
bilkers 
lull* Ida 
ElectricUas Mates 
Orduece trtilcers 
Steres isilslaats 
MeckatieUis 


Wl Seines 
Teleeraphists 
leading Stater 
Meeting! 

Electrical bilkers 
electricians* Males 
1st Class 

Madia Elettriclas* Main 
1st Cuss 

SUrnrlett bilkers 
Stewards 

Leading Coats (S) 


If you are under <o and will »oon be 
rclea-ed from ihc R.N APPLY NOW 
Complete coupon and poll in unicalcJ 
envelope wiilr s id. lump. 

- — -To: Royal New Zealand Navy— — 
Headquarters 

Dcpi. NN. The Adclphi, London, VC.Ga. 
Pirate umt Jttailr and application form to: 


tut. Rating and S.Q. 
Inspected date of 
R.N. discharge -- 
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W.K.N.S. NOTES 


is hoped (hat more aspirants to the 
stage will come forward and offer their 
services. 

Draft 

Regulating P.O. Wren J. E. Streeter 
left the Royal Marines Barracks on 
October 7. 1954. for H.M.S. Sea Eagle. 
She has done much for the unit's sports 
activities. We wish her success and in 
her place welcome P.O. Wren L. B. 
Howard. 

W.R.N.S. Officers 

Third Officer D. F. Chapman has 


Women’s Section 


Director, W.R.N.S. Wednesday, November 24. Lady 

THE DIRECTOR. W.R.N.S., Dame Creasy has very kindly consented to 
Mary K. Lloyd. D.B.E.. Hon. A.D.C.. °P cn lhc cxhffi.t.on at 3 p.m. 
will pay a farewell visit to H.M.S. All W.R.N.S. officers and ratings. 
Vernon. Monday. November 8. to Q.A.R.N.N.S. sisters and V.A.D. 
lecture to the Senior Officers' Tcchni- nurses within the Command will be 
cal Course. During the afternoon she eligible to enter exhibits, 
will inspect the W.R.N.S. in this The exhibits will be divided into the 
establishment. following sections: Dressmaking. Em¬ 

broidery. Knitting. Leatherwork. Toy- 

R.N. Barracks—Visit of the 
Commandcr-in-Chief Portsmouth 
The Commandcr-in-Chief. Ports¬ 
mouth, Admiral Sir George Creasy, 
inspected and took the salute at a 
parade in the Royal Naval Barracks, 

Friday. October 8. 1954. He compli¬ 
mented the Company Commander, 

Second Officer Witney, on the march¬ 
ing and the smart appearance of the 
W.R.N.S. divisions. 


history of Portsmouth given by Mr. 


WE HAVE had a good response to J - R s,ur S«. W.E.A. 
our competition for a recipe for a . Next month there will be no meet- 
supper dish. Congratulations to Mrs. ing at Forresters' Hall as the Southsca 
A. Gillam, of Milton, and Mrs. F. Branch and H.M.S. Vernon Branch arc 
Bell, of Copnor, who each receive a holding a combined sale of work in 
prize of 10s. 6d. Here are thcii 
recipes: 

Haddock Savoury 

J lb. filleted haddock. 

1 small egg. 

3 oz. flour. 

1 dessertspoonful olive oil. 

Pinch of salt. 

Enough milk to make coating 
batter. 

1 lb. button mushrooms. 

I tcacupful of rice. 

Make batter for coating: Beat egg 
into sifted flour and salt, mix in oil 


_ uii i nuay, .vcpiciiincr it, 

1954. having taken part in Exercise 
Flags were sold by Wrens in aid of "Blackjack." She will shortly take up a 
the King George's Fund for Sailors on new appointment with N.A.T.O. in 
Thursday, September 16. at the com- Malta. 

pany pay parades. in the Royal Third officer S. G. Hill in H.M.S. 

SUm Dolphin is »*'»* reheved by Third 

amounted to £9 Os 91 d Officer A. B. Cooper. Ihird Officer 

A number of W.R.N.S. officers and D. M. Nunn in H.M.S. Excellent is bc- 

ratings sold flags for the same fund on ing relieved by Third Officer I. B. 

the Hard and within naval establish- Herring, 
and took the salute at a parade of the ments throughout the Command. „ __ 

ship’s company which mcludcd three Great assistance was given by Wrens _ . , , 

WR.N.S. divisions. f rom ,ii establishments in hclDinc to Th'id Ofliccr M. L. Bulpitt. from 

During the afternoon he walked drcs , the mannequins at the very suc° ,hc So,cnl Division, and Third Officer 

round the establishment and paid a ccssfu] )r s how held at the Savov M: L - Corbett from the Clyde Division. 

ZU? a! h .%Xn R e N - S - 8a " eV ^ ffiB.roomfor ffie King Geode's FunS .--d H.M.S ; Mercury on September 
quarters at Lcydcnc. for Sailors. 26 for 14 days annual training. 

Chapel Duchess of Kent Barracks s ^^Taid'^^R. aIf: „ , «i"‘ bhoo.ing 

At thc instigation of Padre Scarlf. a wings Week on September 18. Just 1,ar ,n the Roval Naval Barracks 

cabin has been made available in the over £9 was collected. :“ w.K.N.S. team is hold- 


. with carol singing and old-time danc- 
then enough milk to make a thick ish ing. Any wives who wish to join the 
batter, beat well and set aside. Pre- R.N.F.U.S.W. will be very welcome 
pare fish : Cut into small pieces, finger to come to the sale of work or the 
size, wash and dry. and lay in seasoned Christmas party, 
flour. Prepare mushrooms and cook 
in the usual manner. 


H.M.S. Vernon Branch 
The H.M.S. Vernon Branch of the 
, R.N.F.U.S.W. met in the Wardroom 

; Annexe of H.M.S. Vernon on Wcd- 

nesday, September 29, at 2.15 p.m. 
,„ ln After photographs had been taken 
For ky tbc Portsmouth Evening News 
for Pbolographcr, Mr. Stewart, the Rev. 
W. G. Sandey opened the meeting with 
prayers, and the last verse of the 
_ . .. . . ... hymn. "Eternal Father," was sung. 

Grease pic-dish and cover bottom accompanied by Mrs. J. A. Crace on 
with a layer of breadcrumbs and the piano. 

grated cheese. Put slices of tomato. The branch's chairman. Mrs. N. A. 
sprinkle with chopped onion and Copcman, then introduced the new 
pepper and salt. Repeat the bread- vice-chairman. Mrs. R. A. Villicrs. and 
crumbs, cheese and tomatoes but let expressed the branch's deep regret at 
the breadcrumbs and cheese form the ,hc death of Mrs. Higham. who had 
top layer. l)ot with margarine or been the popular and hard-working 
dripping and sprinkle with browned honorary secretary and treasurer of 
breadcrumbs. Bake in a hot oven. (he Portsmouth Central Branch for 

- very many years. 

your «JFrmwv * n announcing the future pro- 

Ir ..r , , • , gramme of events. Mrs. Copcman 

WE ARE pleased to receive letters mentioned that the combined branches 
from women readers of Navy News. of Southsca and H.M.S. Vernon arc 
If we publish any extracts from these holding a sale of work in the H.M.S. 
in future editions, we will send 5s. to Vernon Cinema on Monday. Novem- 
the letter-writers. So send your con- ber 8. which is to be opened by Uidy 
tributions. please, giving us news of Creasy; and that Pauline Anneslcy, 
your hobbies and activities, children's the Portsmouth artist, had presented 
sayings, etc. Address: Woman's Page one of her own pictures to be raffled; 

Editor. Navy News. Royal Naval also that Mr. J. A. Davison, the Ports- 

Barracks, Portsmouth. mouth Cathedral organist, has kindly 

- consented to arrange for the cathedral 

Rnvai n avai FDiFsmi v choir to sing Christmas carols at the 
ROYAL NAVAL FRIENDLY children's party on Wednesday, 

UNION OF SAILORS' WIVES December 15. in tli JLM.S. Vernon 

North End Branch Cinema. .. 

-n. v, , . The ncw committee elected at the 

The North End Branch of thc annual election which then took place 
R.N.F.U.S.W. holds its meetings on was: Chairman, Mrs. N. A. Copcman; 
thc first Tuesday of every month, vice-chairman. Mrs. R. A. Villicrs; 
from 2 to 4 p.m., in Fisher Hall. hon. treasurer, Mrs. F. Coxwcll; hon. 
Whale Island. On October 5 thc meet- secretary. Mrs. G. A. G. Williams; 
mg was very well attended and took committee. Mcsdames L. Brooks, 
thc form of a beetle drive, which was W. W. C. Boatman. A. I.. Brewer, 
much enjoyed, Mrs. Duherman com- C. H. Clark. L. N. Buck. L. V. Vass. 
ing out thc winner. j. Kilcv and A. Wail. Orcaniscr of sew- 


Blood Donors—H.M.S. Collingwood 
A unit of the Blood Transfusion Ser¬ 
vice visited H.M.S. Collingwood on 
September 29 and 30. The actual num¬ 
ber of W.R.N.S. donors is not known 
since it was included in the over-all 
figure for thc establishment, but a 
large proportion of the unit did volun¬ 
teer, many for the first time. 


Plays and Shows 

A number of Wrens in H.M.S. Col¬ 
lingwood are taking part in the ship's 
company show which is now being 
produced. Thc dates for thc show are 
November 8. 9 and 10. 

H.M.S. Mercury: W.R.N.S. person¬ 
nel arc taking part in the many activi¬ 
ties. which include rehearsals for thc 
Christmas pantomime, a Nativity play 
and a carol choir. 

R.N. Barracks: Preparations are go¬ 
ing forward for the production of a 
play to take place before Christmas. 
Several Wrens have already attended 
a play-reading prior to the casting. It 


Portsmouth Command Handicrafts 
Exhibition 

An exhibition of handicrafts will be 
held in thc Duchess of Kent Barracks. 


Make the most of your 
MONTHLY ALLOTMENT! 


00 YOU KNOW — that Currys special purchasing' 
facilities for serving personnel enable you to obtain 
a wide selection of goods—on very favourable terms. 


llegtmin*ter 

RADIOGRAM 


A Message from 

Air Marshal Sir Thomas Williams. 
K.C.B., O.B.E.. M.C.. D.F.C.. M.A., 
Chairman of H.M. Forces Savings 
Committee 

AS CHAIRMAN of H.M. Force 


48, London Road (North End) 

41 118/120, Kingston Road, ^ 

217 Commercial Road, PORTSMOUTH 

Mtmtm »/ itu Imtrrgert Neva! TraJm * Amdahl* 
-.--Pyi/I 
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Sportsman of the month 


RETURN TO 


OSPREY 


ALMOST 20 YEARS of Service foot- although he is playing aj well as ever, 
ball is an accomplishment to be this season may well be his last chance, 
proud of. In inter - part football for the 

Joining the Navy in 1936, with his C.P.Os.' Mess he plays at centre for- 
S.264 marked "Ipswich schoolboy ward, where in five games he has 
goalkeeper," Morphcw found himself scored 12 goals, 
selected for the Victory team a few A good snooker and billiards player, 
days after joining barracks. Soon after he is the proud father of two daugh- 
this, H.M.S. London came home for lcrs , both of whom have obtained 
the Royal Fleet Review, and requiring medals for ballet dancing, 
a good Stoker II and a very good A| , jn Do , hin and lhe Command 

^ v wh ° have *« him perform over the 

hammock, made h.s way to South ycarj hopc , hat a Navy wiU 

come his way. 


BEFORE I returned to H.M5. Osprey 
at Portland in January of this year my 
thoughts often wandered back to the 
happy period I spent there between 
June. 1947, and October, 1949. Count¬ 
less times I found myself wondering connected by paths and roads of vary- 
how it was faring and what changes ing slopes and, of course, dozens of 
the passing years have brought in their steps. 

wake. One is inclined to remember , r ._ “ ..,„ v „„ lllulLlu 

those happier years more so than the general layout take place with every | an j walls where brown and 

I am not alone with these thoughts | seemed to be the same as when 
that I shall try to compare the period 
of Osprey as it was then to the Osprey 
of today. 

Geographically, of course, this 
establishment of the Asdic world has 
not changed a bit. it is still miles from 
anywhere and the hill leading to and 
from its main gate is just as steep and was called No. 
tiring as it always was. Now. as then, adjacent to Soul 


piece of level ground that could be pletcly covered with new, smooth 
found, and so today Osprey is a place tarmacadam, 
of varying levels, with one main plat¬ 
form and many smaller ones inter- Social Activities 

Painters have also been busy for a 
very long time, and most places have 
a ..... . .. | been completely redecorated, and now 

SmaJI structural changes in the | in stcad of the badly marked ceilings 

others, and it is because ! rcah/c that | passing year, and although at first all pafiit sliowcd herc and"there, "alTh 

... .«■ -r —-r - -.‘--n 1 left clean and tidy with new cream and 

it. I found on closer inspection that green paint predominant everywhere. 
" was not so: a Nisscn hut had been Perhaps the greatest change that I 
pulled down here and there to make have noticed since my return is in the 
w'ay for some other creation. Huts social activities of the Establishment, 
[bat wcnMUsed Mjecturerooms now f or | lerc thc Wrens took most of it 

with them. Due to their organization 
alone such entertainments as weekly 
dances and whist drives, jumble sales, 


With thc London, he obtained 
honours representing thc 1st Cruiser 


of us who span the years remember. 


“Goalkeeper” 

MECHANICIAN TOM MORPHEW 
H.M.S. Dolphin 


Re-engagement 


The tar who waters down his tot 
With water well chloridcd, 
Makes his little quite a lot. 

So thus is well provided. 

And he who drinks his issue neat 
Without a quake or quiver. 

Has no reserve of further treat 
Save hohnails on his liver. 

No matter how he takes his tot. 
The tar who re-engages 
Can have no quarrel with his lot 
And draw his tot for ages ! 

II. G. Middleton 


Letters do tlie 
Editor 


PRIORITY^ 

SIGNAL to all 

OF p F '«Wand 


WHEN YOU RETIRE 


YOUNG men arc more concerned 
about a successful Service career. 
But retirement will come and an 
adequate income will bo needed to 
enjoy it. NOW IS THE BEST 
TIME to start providing cither an 
extra pension at 65 to supplement 
Service and State Pensions or, if 
you prefer, a substantial cash sum 
on leaving the Service to help you 
to establish yourself in civilian life. 
The younger you are, the better 
terms you can secure. 

APPLY FOR OUR SPECIAL SCHEMES 
FOR SUPPLEMENTARY PENSIONS 


period, so why not come along and 
sec for yourself by joining thc associa¬ 
tion which is for you of thc Royal 
Navy and Royal Marines. 

Forthcoming Events 

Saturday, November 6 . 

Concert Party. 

Friday, December 10 .—1 
ner and dance. 

Saturday, December 11. — “Melo- 
dians" Concert Party. 

Saturday, December 18.—Children's 
Christmas party. 


Sir.— In H.M.S. Dryad we have 
quite a large number of ratings on 
course from Dcvonport and Chatham. 
This state of affairs is no doubt true 
for other training establishments in the 
Portsmouth Command. 

May I suggest that your excellent 
paper should print a commissioning 
forecast for all three Port Divisions, 
and thus enable the strangers in your 


'Gems' 


Annual din' 


midst to keep in touch with forth- 
attractions in their home 


coming 

ports? 


Advantages include: 

Pension at 65; alternative cash 
option: family protection: 

options on leaving Service: 
no premiums after age 55 


What is thc good old flotilla | 

custom that has come right back 

into wardroom and club popularity ? Requesting Plymouth's 
Company —with pink, tonic, vermouth, squash or just plain 
water! Plymouth, thc Navy’s own gin, is right back to pre¬ 
war perfection. R.P.C. at any good bar. 


HAVANT BRANCH 
THE BRANCH meeting on October 
5 was very well attended. So much 


interest was taken in the business of 
thc meeting that it was necessary to 
hold an extra meeting on October 19 
to complete it. 

Emigration seems to be of particular 
interest to cx-Servicc men at' present. 
During thc past month several mem¬ 
bers of thc branch were helped to 
obtain information about assisted emi¬ 
gration. permits and employment in 


"Our motto, not yet latinised, is: 
‘We may bend but never break.' ” 

I served in thc battle cruiser In¬ 
flexible during thc First World War, 
whose motto was that which appears 
to have been adopted by Reserve 
Fleet. I wish to submit the motto 
herewith in Latin (spelling not guaran¬ 
teed): "Qui vult me flecturc frangam" 
("We may bend but never break”). 

Any other Old inflcxiblcs remem¬ 
ber it? 

V. G.Filmer. 

Snr. Commissioned Boatswain, 
R.N. (retd.) 

Sunshine Holiday Camp, 

Hayling Island. 


Write, stating date of birth, for 
favourable premiums payable by 
Naval Allotment to— 


PROVIDENT 

ASSOCIATION 

OF LONDON 


other countries of thc British Common- 
(wcalth. 

On November 6 thc branch annual 
dinner will be held. This takes place 
each year on thc nearest Saturday to 


PROVIDENT HOUSE 
246, BISHOPSGATE, LONDON, E.C.2 
Telephone: BIShopsgatc 5786 


thc anniversary of thc branch's in¬ 
augural meeting. . . 


costs so none, than ordinary cin 
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• Messoge from the Captain, H.M.S. “Mercury,” 
: Captain J. R. 8. Longden, O.B.E., R.N. 

: NAVAL COMMAND, be it world-wide or in a local action, cannot be 
I exercised without accurate, speedy and secure communications. It is the 
j responsibility of the Communication Branch to provide the officers, 
t men and women required to plan, control and operate the links for 

( passing orders and intelligence which enable the Navy to function as a 
co-ordinated weapon in modern war. 

| Over these links pass also the host of less spectacular but in the 
j broadest sense no less vital messages concerning stores, drafts, welfare, 
[ mail and all the many matters necessary for the administration of the 
\ fleet and its men in peace and war. 

: I should like to stress three things in particular about the modem 

J communication branch. 

j Firstly, responsibility comes early to the communicator. From his 
I first ship onwards in his Service career, on his personal efficiency may 
j depend the fate not only of himself and his ship but also, as you will 
: see elsewhere on this page, of battles and nations. 

j Secondly, communicators are relatively small in numbers and scat- 
i tered throughout the Fleet, from the aircraft carrier to the minesweeper 


THE NAME’S THE SAME 

I H.M.S. MERCURY is named after the Roman god. Mercury, who was 
j the messenger of the gods. He was also the patron god of thieves and 
j pickpockets, but no conclusions should be drawn from this! 


[ and the individual aircraft, but the communication network that binds 
i the Navy binds the branch in an esprit dr corps which is its particular 
I hallmark. 

J Thirdly, since 1949 it has been necessary for every man of the branch 
j to become a N.A.T.O. communicator and to learn at first hand, often 
( alongside his foreign counterparts, sonic of the problems of making an 
I alliance of many countries a working reality. 

: Service in the signal and telegraphist branches has always exacted a 

I very high individual standard of knowledge, reliability and personal 

! integrity which has attracted many of the best type of men to com¬ 
munications. 

j I am happy to say in these days when communications arc increasing 
: in complexity and demands on human efficiency, that this is still so. 

( The branch has signal schools at each of the three home depots to 
j which the communication rating returns for training between drafts to 
• the Fleet, and signal training centres abroad at Malta, Simonstown and 
j Singapore. 

j H.M.S. Mercury, at Lcydcnc. near Petersfield. in addition to being 
{ the Portsmouth depot school, is the centre for officer and advanced 
j rating training. When the building programme now in progress at 
I l.eydcne is complete. H.M.S. Mercury will be a home of which the 
J Communication Branch may truly be proud. 


AIR TRAINERS 
LIMITED 

AYLESBURY, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

A career with interest anti distinct possibilities is offered to 
suitably qualified R. A'. personnel leaving the Service. Working 
conditions are excellent and rates of pay above the average. 
Inunediate requirements are for: 

ENGINEERS of University standard with a minimum of three 
years’ development or design experienee in either electronic or 
mechanical engineering. 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS. Fleet Air Arm Specialists with 
! good mathematics, technical knowledge—radio/radio or 
j electronics. 

DRAUGHTSMEN. All grades, with a knowledge of workshop 
practice for development work. Experience on Attack Teachers 
or Fire Control Equipment an advantage. 

INSPECTORS (Electrical Section): Electrical Artificers are 
invited to apply for these posts. 

INSTRUMENT MAKERS, MACHINISTS AND FITTERS. 

I Good opportunities for O.As./E.R.As. and Stoker Mechanics 
able to undertake precision work on modern machinery in wcll- 
| equipped shops. 

WOOD MACHINISTS. Router anil spindle experience 
J required. 

Candidates for the above posts should write fully to the 
j Personnel Officer. Air Trainers Limited. Aylesbury, some six 
I weeks before they are read v to take up employment. 

* 


Communication Branc 


The Modern 

Navy 

The modem Navy is becoming In¬ 
creasingly dependent on the services 
provided by its communication branch. 
The faster and more complicated be¬ 
comes the conduct of maritime 
operations, the greater is the need for 
efficient, reliable and speedy com¬ 
munications. 

Historical 

ONLY IN the last 200 years has a 
proper method of signalling between 
ships been developed, while it was not 
until the introduction of wireless tele¬ 
graphy. now known as radio com¬ 
munication. that instantaneous long¬ 
distance communication became at all 
possible. 

Up to the middle of the 17th century 
only the most rudimentary methods of 
signalling were available." There were 
special flags for signalling the sighting 
of the enemy, distress and for summon¬ 
ing a councd of war on hoard the flag¬ 
ship. but no method, other than car¬ 
riage by hand, of conveying any other 
messages. With the development of 
naval tactics in the late 17th and 18th 
centuries the signalling system had to 
be improved to enable the necessary 
orders to be given. Not until 1790. 
however, was a flag signalling code 
based on 10 numeral flags introduced. 
This was the code of Lord Howe, in 
which combinations of one. two or 
three numeral flags each had a special 
meaning. The signal book of today still 
employs the same principle, but the 
letters of the alphabet arc used in 
addition to figures. During the 19th 
century the mechanical semaphore and 
the flashing lantern using the morse 
code were both introduced. Mechanical 
semaphores were removed from ships 
during the last war. but hand sema¬ 
phore and the flashing light arc still, 
with flags, in constant use today. 

Shortly before the First World War 
came the introduction of wireless, or 
radio. Starting as a "scientist’s toy,” 
radio was to revolutionise both com¬ 
munications in particular, and the 
whole conception of naval operations 
in general. No longer was the issuing 
of orders in battle the monopoly of the 
man on the spot. For example, during 
the Bismarck chase during the last war 
the dispositions of the Home Fleet 
ships were ordered by the Admiralty, 
and at one moment the Admiralty 
actually gave the order "steer north” 
to the Commandcr-in-Chief afloat. 
Again. Capt. Vian in the Cossack 
obtained approval to enter Norwegian 


territorial waters to board the Altmark, 
from the Prime Minister himself at the 
time. So began the tendency which led 
to the control of operations in an area 
being conducted from a maritime head¬ 
quarters ashore. This headquarters, 
well equipped with communications, is 
able in a way no one ship can be. of 
collecting and distributing information 
and orders. 


A signal Wren operating teletypewriter switchboard 


The Communication Officer 

Only in the communication officer’s 
training are all aspects of communica¬ 
tions combined. One long (C) qualify¬ 
ing course for executive lieutenants is 
held each year in H.M.S. Mercury. The 
course lasts a year, during which the 
subjects covered include fleet work 
(which covers the instructions for 
manttuvring a force at sea. together 
with its general conduct in various 
operational roles), radio theory, radio 
communication organisation, crypto¬ 
graphy and radio telephony. This list 
of subjects gives some idea of the 
varied tasks performed by the com¬ 
munication branch as a whole. 

The commissioned communication 
officer docs a six-month course before 
qualifying, also held at H.M.S. Mer¬ 
cury. He will have been selected from 
ratings of cither the signal or tele¬ 
graphist branch, and his course will 
therefore be arranged to give him the 
most instruction on the subjects with 
which he was not previously familiar. 
Commissioned communication officers 
and junior long (C) course officers may 
find themselves as communication 
officers of large ships, or on the com¬ 
munication stall of a flag officer. 

Squadron and fleet communication 
officers arc chosen from long (C) 
ourse officers of the appropriate rank; 
there arc also shorter courses to enable 
officers of the R.N.V.R. and W.R.N.S. 
to qualify in certain aspects of com- 
uunications. 

Flic Communication Rating 

There arc two sub-branchcs of the 

immunisation branch, the signal and 
elegraphist branches, each containing 
lialc ratings and W.R.N.S. During the 
war there was also a coder branch, 
recruited entirely from hoslilities-only 
personnel, but this was disbanded after 
the war. and exists now only in the 
Reserves. There is. however, a coder 
educational branch, recruited from 
National Service men. who combine 
the duties of taking classes of boys and 
ordinary ratings in educational subjects 
and of cryptography. This branch thus 
provides a pool of reservists trained in 
•ryptography. 

For the Regular rating there arc two 
methods of entry into the communica¬ 
tion branch: half-way through their 
training a number of seaman boys arc 
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Sit d > : i Creasy. G.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O.. cx-Q.M.S. W. Curran, and l.ong Scr- 

M.V.O.. Commandcr-in-Chicf, Ports- vice and Good Conduct Medals wer* 
mouth, when he returned the call of presented to C./Sergts. P. R. Lee and 
the watch. Other senior ratings will be Major-General Moulton. The guard. H. Rigby and Sergt. R. E. A. Craig, 
found there, of both branches, route- provided by the Technical Training 

ing. recording and checking messages. Company, was commanded by Capt. Band Notes 

In the wireless room will be a number S. V. W o r I o c k. The Regimental Her Majesty The Queen has kindly 
of teletypewriters connected to radio Colour was carried by Lieut. R. M. B. presented the piano which was aboard 
circuits, in communication with distant Ottway-Ruthven. the Royal Yacht Victoria and Albert 

stations, possibly the other side of the During the State Visit of the the Portsmouth Group Band. The 
world. There will also be morse bays Emperor of Ethiopia, a street-lining p j ano wa5 originally a wedding pre¬ 
fer communication with ships at sea company, provided by the detachment scnt f rom ,(, c ii rm 0 f Steinwav. of 
and radio telephone bays for harbour of H.M.S. Bulwark and ranks from Hamburg, to Her Majesty Queen 
..—^-y. was sent to Alexandra. 

). Sergeants’ Mess 

shaw and J. Clarke commanding The annual ball was held at the 

is. Lieuts. C. G. Bellamy and South Parade Pier on the evening of 
D. L. Quested carried the Queen's and Friday, October 15. Among the many 

guests were Major-General G. E. 
Wildman - Lushington. C.B.. C.B.E., 
Major-General C. R. Hard>. C.B., 
C.B.E., D.S.O., and Major-General 


inter-communication. the Training Company, > 

A chief petty officer telegraphist will London under the command of Capt 
probably be in charge of the watch and S. V. NVorlock, w ith Capts. P. Raven- 
the office will be manned by male or sha.v r- J ' 

Wren telegraphists. In the main signal platoon: 
office signal ratings will be typing. r. ‘ " 

duplicating and filing messages, while Regimental Colours on this parade, 
in the cryptographic office either signal On Saturday. October 16. Major- 
or telegraphist ratings will be found. General G. E. Wildman-Lushington. 

Once again, in each case, either men or C.B., C.B.E.. the Honorary Colonel 
women may do these jobs. Commandant of Portsmouth Group. 

in the line teletypewriter room, sig- attended the passing-out of 623 King's 
nal ratings or signal Wrens will be Squad. At the conclusion of the hour's 
passing and receiving messages to drill, which was carried through in a 
shore stations or ships in certain persistent drizzle, the King's Badge 
berths, while in the signal station on for the best recruit was awarded to 

top of the hill signalmen will be using - 

flashing light and flags to communicate even have to man such a headquarters H.M.S. Mercury. The properly was 
with ships in harbour. in another country. purchased by the Admiralty in 1948. 

A number of telegraphists, by taking 
a special course, may qualify as tele¬ 
graphist (flying). They man the radio 
in three-sealer naval aircraft, shore or 
carrier-based. This is only one of a 
number of little-known duties given to set 

the communication branch. Some were and signal training centres at Malta, a chief , r 
included in the British North Green- Klavcr (Simonstown). Singapore and a hill 15 miles from Portsmouth and 
land Expedition, while others were Hong Kong. All officers' and senior seven from Petersficld, in the heart of 
amongst the first to land on the enemy ratings' courses arc carried out in the Hampshire countryside. Mercury is 
coast during amphibious operations in Mercury, while courses for leading singularly fortunate in its situation, 
the war. to set up signal and wireless rating and lesser courses arc held in 

stations on the beach. the other signal schools and training Conclusion 

n,. sii-.mi.-Train centres. While the communication branch 

1,11 ' ' ln H.M.S. Mercury courses arc also demands a high standard of knowledge 

~ , , V 0, . . held for officers from India. Pakistan. j n a number of directions, and the 

One of the first requirements m turn- Ceylon and the European N.A.T.O. members of it may find themselves 
ing the North Atlantic I reaty Organ- countries. worked hard, it certainly oilers a most 

isalion from a paper conception to a H.M.S. Mercury varied and interesting life, ranging 

working concern was the provision of Until the last war the Signal School from the Royal Yacht service to the 
common communication procedures. formcd p .„, of Ihe Roya , Naval Bar . rcar scat of a multi-sealer aircraft or 
codes and general doctrine, I he com- rac ^ s Portsmouth. Forced to leave an overseas shore wireless station, 
mumcation rating lias ihcrclorc be- ltu . demolition of their quarters by Whatever his job. the communicator 
come very conscious ol N.A.I.O. and |, ( , m hing. ley dene House was requisi- cannot fail to realise how greatly the 
its practical application. tinned and the Signal School moved in. service depends on his knowledge and 

The birth of the organisation meant „ e^n.HiKhmcnt becoming known as efficiency, 
lhat he was showered with a mass of 1 

new publications, agreed by 
Allies, in many eases replace 


in another country. 

I he Signal Schools and Training 
Centres 

I he principal naval signal school is war by permanent buildings. A start 
H.M.S. Mercury. There arc also has been made by building live accom- 
hools at Chatham and Devonport. modation blocks for junior ratings, and 

■' :—. —*—*—-- petty officers' block. High on 

and a hill I 


those 


signal projector" 


selected to transfer to signal boy or or subsidiary signal centres. Every 
boy telegraphist, becoming ordinary; centre is served by a wireless station 

sil 


ignalman or telegraphist at the age of and there may also be a signal station „ Ah mem hen « «fthe hran eh -ire 
I7J. On the other hand a man may join for communication with ships in har- whether ihe 

f b„nch. ,.n,r,,,f» ,l.^ r 17, b„u, b, *1-i.n.Uin. S£^4.ttkag!g, 

^eeranhTsi if over J ds • ee an Le ‘ us ,akc a look '«»'«** a >yP'“' in contact arc all British or of every 
Lvlmnn nr Meor-inhi i Iar K c ccnlrc an d ' cc whal ' ort of work Allied nation. During N.A.T.O. cxcr- 

Suhseouem^ adv-ml-miiU m the is Roin ‘ ! on ‘ ln ,hc s ‘ Rnal ,rairic centre ciscs they may find themselves man- 

may find a chief yeoman of signals ning a headquarters alongside ratings 
branch is similar to that of the rest of communication officer in charge of from ..•••- and may 

lh<» cprvtrp hnl n tiir.ilil vini* t'H fM' * 


A TREASURE SHIP OF GIFTS 


9 (Treasure £>Ijip o( (ftifts is the title of 

Bernards’ new Gift Book of which a copy has 
been sent to all allotment customers. Bernards 
offer an unrivalled selection of gifts and through 
the Bernard Direct Despatch Service can de¬ 
liver gifts to any address on any day desired 
accompanied' where required by personal 
messages or greeting cards. The cost may be 
charged to an allotment account where it is 
not desired to pay cash. 

Should you require 91 tErCafiUre i5>I)ip Of (PlftS 
please call at the nearest Bernard Branch or write to 
Head Office and remember YOU can make it a Happier 
Christmas with Gifts from Bernards. 

C. H. BERNARD & SONS LTD 

6-8 QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH 

Telephone 4403 

Other Branches at: CHATHAM. DEVONPORT. Head Office! 

WEYMOUTH. FALMOUTH. MILFORD HAVEN. m n mmg ■ ■ I 

NEWCASTLE-onder-LYME. DEAL. SKEGNESS. O Alt TW I V 1*1 
GRIMSBY. WETHERBY. LONDONDERRY. ______ 

HELENSBURGH. ROTHESAY. ROSYTH. DUN- ESSEX 
FERMLINE. INVERGORDON. GIBRALTAR. 

SLIEMA & VALETTA (MALTA). LOSSIEMOUTH. Telephone 880 


The Work of the Communication 
Branch 

To many the only known activities 
of the communication branch are those 
of the signal ratings on the bridge and 
flag-deck of ships. The telegraphist is 
usually a ghost on the other end of a 
voice-pipe, or the inhabitant of an 
office to which admission is severely 
limited, and from which issues a stream 
of cups of tea for the signal ratings on 
watch above decks. Nor is it always 
realised that signalmen are also found 
in the main signal office engaged in 
typing, distributing and filing messages. 

The main strategic network of naval 
communications rests upon a number 
of large communication centres ashore. 
These centres are connected with each 
other by radio teletypewriter circuits 
and by other radio circuits, either 
morse or teletypewriter, telephones and 
line teletypewriters, with smaller 
centres or establishments. Messages to 
•and from ships at sea arc passed by 
morse on radio circuits through main 


Telegraphist using a modem Naval wireless transmillr- 
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18. —H.M.S. St. Vincent ship's com¬ 
pany dance. Kimbell's Ballroom. 
Southsea. 

19. —Dance at Royal Sailors' Home 
Club. Queen Street. 8 p.m,-l2. 

20. —Rugby : VS. v. St. Mary's Hos¬ 
pital. Portsmouth. 

20—Hockey: U.S. 

20.—Portsmouth \ 

Home. 

20.—Cross - country 
A.C. Dryad. 


WHAT’S ON 


Divisional 


3.—Command 

Final. Navy Cup. Portsmouth. 

3.—Rugby: U.S. v. R.M. Corps. 
Home. 

3. —Hockey : U.S. v. Aldershot Ser¬ 
vices. Home. 

4. —Command boxing : Aldershot Ser¬ 
vices. Portsmouth. 

6.—Rugby : U.S. v. Bath. Home. 

6.—Hockey : U.S. v. Hawks. Home. 
6.—Hockey : Saunders Roc. Away. 
6.—R.N.A.C. (South) cross country : 

Eastleigh A.C. Eastleigh. 

6.—Portsmouth v. Evcrton. Home. 

6.—Grand Operatic Concert. Wesley 
Hall. Fralton. 7.15 p.m. 

6. —Evening dress dance. Nuffield Club. 
Portsmouth. 9 p.m.-!2. 

7. —Concert. Southern Philharmonic 
Orchestra, with Diana Merricn 
(pianoforte). King's Theatre, South- 
sea. 3 p.m. 

10.—Soccer : R.N. v. Cambridge Uni¬ 
versity. Portsmouth. 

13.—Rugby : U.S. v. London Scottish. 
Home. 

13.—Hockey : Southsea. Home. 

13.—R.N.A.C. (South) cross-country: 

South of Thames A.C. (Junior). 
13.—Portsmouth Res. v. Coventry. 
Home. 

13.—Informal dance to gramophone. 

Nuffield Club. Portsmouth. 

17.—Hockey : U.S. v. R.M.A. Sand¬ 
hurst. Home. 

17. —Portsmouth Res. v. Southend 
United. Home. 

18. —Command Boxing : Southampton 
A.B.C. Portsmouth. 


FIRST VOYAGE: Joha Cwyther. seen fit to close. No doubt, like all of THE MAIN item discussed when The 
(Andrew Melrose, 16s.) us. he is much older than he was 10 Royal Indian Navy (1612-1947) Club 

The Hydrographer's Department, we >cars ago and like most of us is devel- held their annual reunion j" London on 
arc told, is one of the Government °P |n 8 with the years a fondness for f 2 ',^ ^? h | n ,. h r' ’ 

Offices capable of paying for itself and d = lv mg sage counsel out of the field relc of i d M,nne am^ 

even of showing a profit. This circum- ? f memory The pettv imperfection is £^,fr ^J 

stance is so remarkable that another m any case lost in the final analysts. For „ “ y J., t L " 

book on Captain James Cook, one of here ■? one iof the most readable of 
the main contenders for that proud memoirs The initiated will delight in 

title Father of Modern Surveying 'he details, with their undoubted au- d °P- 1**®* m .*he museum included 
deserves honourable mention if only themicity. The entrance of Chief Petty v‘aer^Yh^tSfeu 

for drawing attention to that most im- Officer Wilmot — the unforgettable 

portant and perhaps least publicised of Wtlmot. of the yellow fangs and the h f 

the Navy's manifold activities. bloodshot and unremitting eye" — “ ® f *" 5, X 

His great work of exploration apart, secures from page 12 onwards the rapt "' "1 J, d .' H p!.t ‘ 

however. Cook emerges as a most like- attention of anyone who ever suffered. *' 

able character. By sheer ability he rose and learned, under him ^ „ l I I I Zl. 

from grocer's apprentice to a coveted As a story of the war life and times ^' d .° t 

command in the Roval Navy. By sheer of a Fleet Air Arm pilot. “Sea Flight" "»de k "°™ ,ha ' d ' lay had 

force of personality he preserved his hits the right note. Naval aviation is c -““* d whilst considenng how this 
men and his ship through every peril of' 1 '" . lcn 8tty boredom interspersed ^“ ^h^ttlv l ia™ 
of navigation and against the deadlier with the habitual excitement of deck- f r ° m o a ^j 

. ' superstitious fears, landing. Naval pilots frequently do not Navy andRoyal New Zealand 

. 3 know whether to be more irritated or Navy, who had been loaned to the 
>d- more amused at such aspects of their Royal Indian Navy during the war. 
he professional lives as the scorn of the Silence was observed for the follow¬ 
er- salt-horse, the awful wisdom of the ,n 8. who were known to have died dur- 
..... .... .... ,,jlv non-flying pundits, the Christmas-tree '"8 the past 12 months: Capt. (E) F. 

s only less than fixations of naval aircraft designers or £ lf £ rd :,£. d r- C yJ^ 

the victories of kindly indulgence of the general public F. B. Phillips O.B^E.. Capt (E)J.S. 

who believe him to be a member of Page. Lieut. (E) J. McB. Caldcr, Capt. 

the Royal Air Force masquerading for *'• Barwick. O.B.E., and Mrs. 
some unaccountable reason in naval l,orncr - 

uniform. But there is always the pure Ihcrc was a reunion lunch and tea. 
joy of flight, the sense of achievement ,n 'he evening members were joined 
after a difficult (light on instruments by their families and friends for the rest 
alone for the first time, and the delight- °‘ 'he reunion, 
ful story of the squadron which, being 
anxious to shine in the fast deck 
landing line, forgot that wet decks arc 
very, very slippery. R. I. C. 


Southampton 


20. — Informal dance to gramophone. 

Nuffield Club. 

21. —Concert. Southern Philharmonic 
Orchestra, with Iris Loveridgc 
(piano) and Dennis Brain (horn). 

King's Theatre. 3 p.m. 

22. —Regulating staff. Portsmouth 
Command, dance at Kimbell's Ball¬ 
room, Southsea. 

23. —Victoria Barracks Ship's Com¬ 
pany dance. Savoy Ballroom. 

24. —Portsmouth Res. v. West Ham 
United. Home. 

25. —Command Boxing. No. 4 Training humoured manliness of his life. 

Battalion. stands on that higl ' * ' 

25.—Navy Trials. Hockey. ation which we ri 

25.—A.S.R.E. Sports Club annual sreat. His fame 

Nelson's because 

peace, despite the poet, are always less 
renowned than those of war. 

Mr. Gwyther's book says all this 
extremely well, partly because of the 
easy flow of his own narrative, partly 
because he has had the wisdom to let 
Cook speak directly to the reader 
through the words of the Account of 
a Voyage round the World and of the 
Journals. Showing his hero as a dis¬ 
cerning judge of a ship, a piece of land 
or a pretty woman, a just commander 
and a consummate seaman, the author 
says again to all the world: This was 
a man. 


Eastleigh A.C. 


FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTS 
See page 11 


the Canada Life Assurance Company 

(EST. 1847) 

CANADA'S OLDEST LIFE OFFICE 


ADMIRAL ON HORSEBACK: , J •k //C//ZYMA * i 

Geoffrey Willans. (Michael Joseph, M! Jim ...jaWKy 

,<k «•» 

That apocalyptic story concerning K-;?.V d J7 J -ml 4 

the subtle distinction between the ' I M m 

second biggest navy and the second best ~ 

is here given three-dimensional reality. M 

The smaller navy is finding that its ' 

problems, personal, tactical or strategi- — 

cal. increasingly have to be solved with¬ 
in the limitations imposed by subor- LONDON.— Mr. William Klem, a laying the first telephone cable under 

dination to the larger. The members of Dutchman, is one of those rare indi- the North Sea between Britain and 

the smaller navy, too. are aware that viduals who can perform incredible Norway. The cable will carry 36 lines 

subordination, despite the blcatings of feats of mental arithmetic. He is in and will cost about £1.000.000, which 

the publicists, is very real; as a result. London to give lecture demonstra- will be met from the N.A.T.O. funds, 

they are sensitive, perhaps unduly sen- tions to schools and to make B.B.C. • • • 

sitive. to either criticism or praise. The recordings. In a recent demonstration rl no ir»s -n.„ ...- „.,.i . 

larger navy, on the other hand, finds he took five seconds to give the dEIESrf 

that it is tending to become a vast mari- logarithm of 49.645 to five decimal ^i'JineiSn 

time bureaucracy. Thus we are shown places, and in 15 seconds multiplied j .;„i „„f! lc P 5.'v ?hi \^1°^ 

two admirals, the one with the leastest two 10-digit figures together. He knows *° f y 

and the one with mostest.each attempt- his tables up to 99 Times 99. all the 

mg to solve what is essentially the same prime numbers up to 5.000. the squares "' . 'ti T 5^0 iinkrO 

problem, the problem of perspective. „f all numbers up to 1.000. and cubes J” 

The theme is well worked out. and the up to 100. kc >*- or islands. off _ the Flonda 

result is a real contribution to naval ... coast, such as Key West, 

thinkingin these days of alliances. TORQUAY.—A speaker at the Euro- * _ * * . 

AH that sounds pomrmus in the Management Conference in NORTH POLE.- -A R.A.F, jet plane 

extreme. But this a far from being a Torquay said that he thought a minute has "own over the geographical North 
pompous book. It is true satire, witty of commcrcia | television would cost Pole for the first time, the Air 
sometimes stinging always in touch advertisers about £750. of which about Ministry has announced. The plane, a 
with realities it tilts at. and with a £150 would be the cost of production Canberra Aries IV. was piloted by the 
tremendous sense of fun. I loved partic- an d £500 the rate charged by com- senior instructor of the R.A.F. Flying 
ularly the Parisicnne who specialised mcrc ia| television stations College, Manby, Lines. 


for Professional Advice and Personal Service 


POST THIS COUPON NAME- 
TODAY TO: 

paul McGrath adoks 

A/eo Consultant ........... 

II N>ttl«comb« A*t. I nATF n 
Souths* Hint* ° A1L 0 
Telephone 33301 OCCUF/ 

ALL CANADA LIFE 


HAVE A 


in an earthy mould, will be available NEW YORK.—Ellis Island, long the 
freely for humans as a medicine, and place of detention for would-be immi- 
for animals as an addition to food, grants and those refused admission to 
The drug has made it possible for the United Slates, is to be closed on or 
sows to bear three litters in the time about November 15. 
normally necessary for two litters. It ... 

quickens growth and brings forward c | MONSTOWN SOUTH AFRIPA 
the time when piglets can be separated SI MONSTOWN. SOU l H AF RICA, 
from the sow. ~"V 55 ! 0 " has r s , ta r lcd ,a 'ks 


awui one umu iium uic cnu. rvin on cauiuiicu lor me tunc ai an micr- vADimi itu tl. _• _ _, 

the majority of the brave and the like- national exhibition of birds here in •. A , R .,hv J., rr I ' R "J 011 " 
able, if any such have managed to November. n 

stray on board; nominate for decora- • • • 1at 5* 11 . °. n 

tions those whose secret cowardice has DEVON.-A sheikh, an heir to a KnolL^north^east o® Yarniout^'FbK- 
gone unremarked by the captain alone; sultan, the son of an emir and a prince j nR n i«htlv under the "hcrrinc moon " 
and bring the principal character—no arc among the 15 men and one woman ovcr '| -igo SeottisH and Enclis'li 

e h nd^ f dder n :^ f aL 0 wii'h 'ffisteM fr ° m Mermen h’a've hWir^^wtk's 

enu. sauucr. wiser, ana witn ms next course which is probab y unique in cl i c i, f or j-. V e vc-irs—over SSDOOOftO 

sh.p-a fine new vessel crammed with lhc historv of the Commonwealth. At herr ngs worth £140 (»0 ’ ' 

amiable officers and thoroughly sane a &>uth Devon technical college in B ' . . , 

sailors straining at her hawsers. It Torquay the future administrators of 

only remains to say that, once onchas Zanzibar. Borneo. Johorc and a dozen EGYPT. — Once again Britain is 
disentangled the American idiom. The othcYlands arc learning how to govern Egypt's biggest import-export trader. 
Deep 5>ix (which one may take to be their territories. For a year the stu- says a National Bank of Egypt rc- 
an advance upon full fathom five ) is dents'will study how geography and port. Trade with Britain was about 
one of the most enjoyable depressants coonorriics affect development, how £20.200.000 in the first six months this 
one could hope to meet. the law and social services work, and year. 

techniques of administration, like col- * * * - 

SF .( V PLIGHT.: Hugh Popham. (WII- lecting rates and running a filing BELFORT (ALSACE).—A soldier of 
liam Kimber, 15s.) system. ... the 61st A.A. Artillery Regiment 

If this admirable book has a fault, it stationed here has been charged with 

is in the rather sententious "After- NORWAY.—The British cable-laying "going out of the barracks backwards 
thoughts" with which the author has ship Monarch. 10,000 tons, has started to pretend he was coming in.” 
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COMMAND NEWS 


H.M.S. GLASGOW 
The First General Service Commission 

"SO LITTLE lime, so much to do." 
Cecil- Rhodes's words might well pre¬ 
face an article about a general service 
commission ship. For whereas in the 
past a ship recommissioned at a 
leisurely pace and then gently merged 
herself into a foreign station, the new 
regime is different. The ship’s company 
of H.M.S. Glasgow changed over in 
13 days. Indeed, there was almost an 
indecent haste in marching men off and 
then marching the new batch on. How¬ 
ever,- even the sceptics agreed that the 
“swap" was efficient. 

Then within days of sailing for the 
Mediterranean the ship's company 
were working together in fuelling at 
sea. transfer by jackstay and other such 
evolutions which normally takes a new 
group of men months to achieve. For 
in a general service commission two 
year's work has to be done in one, 
and no time must be wasted. This puts 
a heavy burden on every man, espec¬ 
ially when many of the ratings arc 
young. Glasgow's new commission 
must be seen against this background. 

We arrived in Malta when the 
•weather was warming up. We had a 
welcome from the Commandcr-in- 
C'hicf, Admiral Mountbaltcn. and then 
were sent away to work up. This was 
done in six weeks. They were hectic 
weeks, with the gunnery branch ham¬ 
mering their targets with determination 
to show their proficiency, the T.A.S. 
men caressing their "fish," and each 
part of the ship competing for 
efficiency and speed. After this we 
emerged a complete confident ship— 
the flagship of the Mediterranean 
Fleet. It was no mean feat; we had 
forced hard and reached a state which, 
under the old system, would have taken 
more time. Of course, we lacked the 
polish, but the gloss was there. 

We could then take an interest in 
lighter matters, and we began to make 
ourselves felt round the Fleet in sport 
and other activities. In the Group I 
Cricket Competition we beat the 
A./W. Squadron. H.M.S. Gambia and, 
in the final, H.M.S. Bcimuda. In the 
Malta Navy Finals we were defeated 
by the large shore establishment. 
H.M.S. Falcon, only after a hard 
struggle. 

We formed camping, rock-climbing, 
horse-riding and cave-hunting parties. 
Under the captain's guidance a parly 
of ratings and officers goes hacking 
most mornings at the Marsa when we 
arc in Malta. Other commitments made 
it impossible for us to enter a serious 
team for the Fleet aquatics, but against 
all expectations S./M. Pharaoh won 
the 55 yards frec-stylc and came second 
in tbe butterfly. We have already 
started the soccer season with a match 
in Sardinia and another in Corsica. The 
former was won and the second drawn. 
More recently still we lost to a strong 
team in Yugoslavia. Much of our 
talent, however, is as yet unknown and 
we have the utmost confidence that 
we will retain the Fleet Cup. 

Then we have been around and 
about the Mediterranean. A visit to 
Gibraltar for the 250th anniversary of 
the taking of the "Rock" showed us 
the smartness of our Royal Marines. 
'Hie agreement with Egypt took us to 
the Canal to bring back to Malta 45 
Commando and their equipment. The 
addition of 400 men in the hottest of 
weather brought great discomfort, but 
we earned the thanks and praise of the 
Commandos for our organisation. 
Such a load spoilt the appearance of 
our newly painted ship and in a violent 
few days in Grand Harbour we had to 
clean and repaint in order to take the 
Commandcr-in-Chicf on his first cruise 
of the new commission. We paid a 
short visit (far too short) to Benghazi 
and Tripoli. In both places the Army 
entertained us well, and from Tripoli 
some of us were able to go along the 
coast and see an old Roman city. 

Then came a brief breathing space in 
Malta after which, with the rest of the 
Fleet, we sailed for the Regatta in 
Palmas Bay, Sardinia. We were not 
expected to win against ships which 
had been on the station much longer 
than we have, and we did not. Even so 
we put up a fighting performance, and 
in the Fleet Cup came fourth out of 14 
competing ships. The weather was 
unkind to us and in calmer conditions 
we might have done even better. 

The ships of the Reel then went 
their own ways to different ports. We 
went to a charming (but very quiet) 
seaside town. Calvi, in North Corsica, 
where we made the most of the holiday 
atmosphere. Our story ends there be¬ 
cause we are in the middle of our visit 
to Yugoslavia. Next week we return 
to Malta and a few days later begin our 
refit. For this we have chartered a plan 
to bring some wives out for a respite 
from the English weather. But for those 


whose families are not coming out 
there is the thought that once the refit 
is over it will not be long before we 
arc steaming up the Solent again. 


P.T. SCHOOL NEWS 


Television Show 

A WHILE BACK televiewers may 
have seen the P.T. School presenting a 
chair tricks and tableau display as their 
contribution to a "potted" Royal 
Tournament, presented during the 
Radio Show at Earl's Court. Those who 
saw the Royal Tournament in the flesh 
probably imagined the television show 
in much the same setting. How those 
cameras lie! Entertaining though the 
actual performance may have been, if 
only one could have televised the 
rclyarsals preceding it. that would have 
been tlic entertainment feature of the 
year. 

Imagine an area about one-third the 
size of the Royal Tournament arena, 
with a small enclosed passape-way 
around one-half of it. Into this pas¬ 
sage arc crowded jeeps, lorries, cavalry, 
soldiery (with cannon), airmen (with 
parachutes), sailors (with chairs), the 
general "lost" public, a host of "con¬ 
trollers"—and girls in crinolines and 
ballet dress (or undress) from the show 
next door! In the arena itself three 
television cameras and all their trap¬ 
pings, with a small army of hangers-on, 
directors, assistant directors, secretaries 
and assistant secretaries, etc.—all a la 
Hollywood—and above, dozens of arc 
lights keeping the temperature at a 
steady 90 degrees in the shade, and 
gently frying all beneath them. 

Civilian organisation runs much 
along the same lines as the first run 
of general drill in a battleship recom¬ 
missioning any and everyone seems 
fully qualified to reorganise the whole 
shot every 10 minutes, and docs so 
until just before the actual perfor¬ 
mance. However, “the show must go 
on," they said, and it did—and remark¬ 
ably smoothly really. 

Past and Present 

Capt. J. R. Gower, D.S.C., R.N., 
whom some will remember as a Navy 
hurdles champion just before the war. 
and a hockey player of repute who 
played for Hampshire, has now re¬ 
lieved Capt. R. C. Harry, C.B.E.. R.N.. 
as Director of Physical Training and 
Sports. Mr. Goddard, the civilian secre¬ 
tary, has become even more of a 
civilian with his recent retirement. With 
some 10 years or so at the School he 
has probably assisted every serving 
member of the P.T. branch in some 
way. We wish him the very best of 
luck. Mr. Pcllow. of the Royal Naval 
Sports Office, has moved into Mr. 
Goddard's chair, and Mr. O'Connor 
(late of the Ministry of Food) has taken 
over in the Sports Office. 

C.P.O. Burley (now in his sixth five) 
has relieved C.P.O. Robertson in 
charge of the swimming bath, and the 
latter has been drafted to Bramcolc. 
P.O. Lawson, our trapeze "expert," is 
bound for the Mediterranean in early 
November. “Catch—No Return." His 
relief is not yet nominated. P.O. Payne, 
now undergoing the requalifiers' 
course, will be relieving Sergt. Firman, 
R.M., as the boxing instructor at the 
end of October. Sergt. Firman is 
"booked" for the Commando Brigade 
at Malta. 

General 

The general appearance and dress of 
the qualifiers, requalifiers and officers' 
long course has been going up in leaps 
and bounds recently, and with no pres¬ 
sure from the stall—mysterious when, 
together with this, “crew-cuts" are 
going out. I wonder if this has anything 
to do with the arrival of the ladies' P.T. 
course at the School? 

The back-room boys have been dis¬ 
cussing tentatively next year’s Royal 
Tournament. Aiming at originality, it 
was suggested that we put on a trapeze 
display—but the technicalities of rig¬ 
ging have deterred the Royal Tourna¬ 
ment authorities from accepting this. 

It is now virtually certain that we 
shall be “breaking new ground" and 
putting on a parallel and high bars 
display. This display has a great 
advantage in that it is economical in 
“manpower"—although, of course, a 
higher standard of performance than 
previously will be required from par¬ 
ticipants. 

It is worthy of note that the high box 
and chairs display of this year proved 
so popular that the Royal Tournament 
Committee seriously considered a 
“repeat performance” for next year. 
However, the display was most costly 
in manpower and this factor, coupled 
with the need felt to introduce a degree 
of variety into the Royal Tournament, 
has almost certainly "swayed the 
issue," as above. 


Sport 

The School had contemplated enter¬ 
ing aside in the Navy Cup. but as this 
idea trod a little too heavily on the toes 
of the barrack's talent scouts, it was 
reluctantly abandoned, and we have 
taken our usual place in the Barracks' 
Inter-Part League, whilst supporting 
the Royal Naval Barracks' Football 
XI in Navy Cup and United Services 
League matches. P.O. Collins represen¬ 
ted Royal Naval Barracks in their 
second round Navy Cup match. 

Despite minor "tooth sucking" in 
Royal Naval Barracks hockey circles, 
by way of compensation we have 
entered a separate team in the new 
Navy Inter-Establishment Hockey 
Knock-out this year. 

We have since been proved to have 
been over-optimistic, and were defeated 
by St. Vincent in our first round match 
by 2—3, in a very close and exciting 
game. 

Congratulations to Leading Seaman | 
Glover, who was selected for the Com¬ 
bined Services' athletic team versus 
A.A.A. at Hull on September 11 in the 
■ long jump, and in which he finished 
fourth. 

In the rugby world five or six players 
from the School assist the Royal Naval 
Barracks rugby XV regularly. 


HMS. TYNF. 

DURING THE start of the Home 
Fleet autumn cruise. H.M.S. Tyne 
visited Glasgow. After an uneventful 
trip up the Irish Sea we arrived oil 
Greenock and saw the yard in which 
the ship was built, Messrs. Scott's 
Shipbuilding & Engineering Co. Pass¬ 
ing up the river, with four tugs fussing 
round us. we saw many of the famous 
building slips and yards where ships 
of the Royal Navy have been built for 
generations. At King George V dock 
we were fumed and from there we 

S rocccdcd up river for three miles tti 
pringficld Quay, almost in the centre 
of the city: going astern for such a 
distance was quite an eerie experience. 
We were, in fact, the largest ship (621 
ft.) ever to berth at the jetty or so far 
up the Clyde. 

Glasgow welcomed us with its usual 
drizzle, which gives completely the 
wrong impression of the city as being 
dull and dirty and rather inhospitable. 
This last is certainly not so. as we soon 
found out. At Springfield Quay the 
Commander-in-Chief Home Fleet 
joined us. Amongst our many activities 
tours were conducted round some of 
the famous ship-building yards, in¬ 
cluding that of Messrs. John Brown 
Ltd., at Clydebank, where H.M.S. Van¬ 
guard. Queen Mary and Queen Eliza¬ 
beth were built. We saw the hulls of 
some of the latest frigates and also the 
coastal and inshore minesweepers. 
Parties were also escorted round a 
whisky distillery, a tobacco factory and 
a sweet factory. Liaison was quickly 
established at the last between the 
operatives and members of the party, 
so that partners for dances were 
arranged in true Navy fashion. 

During the stay, by arrangement with 
the recruiting officer for the area, 
there were numerous parties of school¬ 
boys visiting the ship during the after¬ 
noon. There was some difficulty in 
getting them all off the ship. The ship 
was also open to visitors on the Satur¬ 
day and Sunday afternoon, but we were 
unfortunate in the weather for the rain 
and drizzle must have kept many away. 
Some 4.000 however turned up! 

After this most enjoyable stay we left 
the Clyde for Plymouth in usual Tyne 
weather, namely, a full gale. From 
there we go to Falmouth where the 
Home Fleet will foregather for the trip 
to Gibraltar. 


H.M.S. SAINTES 

SAINTES BEGAN her five weeks in 
the Canal Zone at the beginning of 
August. Going for one week in the 
Great Bitter Lakes let us see the Canal 
itself. There, water-polo was the rage, 
the ofliccrs-chiefs combination winning 
the meatless oggie prize. 

We then had two weeks in Port Said, 
a week's visit to Famagusta, Cyprus 
in between. The local cabarets and 
inland trips made this an excellent 
break. Back in Port Said we finished an 
inter-mess deck hockey competition. 
Cricket too entertained us: apart from 
an inter-part competition, we played 
and won several matches, giving 
especially the Garrison their first beat¬ 
ing in 30 matches — perhaps Lieut. 
Freeman’s 79 was partly responsible. 
But all this time the strong men had 
-been gallantly exerting themselves: 

We sailed on September 5 for Palmas 
Bay. Sardinia, quietly confident about 
the Mediterranean Reel regatta. Alas, 
pulling in rough conditions after the 
Canal's calm practice waters, only the 
boys’ crew distinguished themselves, 
being third. 

We did better, however, in the sub¬ 
sequent General Drills, with one or two 


firsts, and being above average gener¬ 
ally. 

Then came a quiet visit to Port l.iscia. 
Sardinia, where the few local inhabi¬ 
tants were very friendly, and the re¬ 
turning mountaineers found the local 
vino very satisfying. On board we 
slaved to have the ship spruce to carry 
Sir Robert Laycock. the new Governor, 
and his family, to Malta from Palermo, 
where many men were grateful for a 
well-earned "rum." 

Our privileged task accomplished, 
we had four days in Civita Vecchia, a 
port 40 miles from Rome. Practically 
everyone visited the capital. To say 
that the visit was excellent is an under¬ 
statement. Civita Vecchia had its attrac¬ 
tions. but visited independently or 
in organised bus trips. Rome was the 
great attraction. Our Roman Catholics 
received an audience of the Pope. 

After a few days in Malta, Saintes 
sailed for Gibraltar and a two-month 
refit—the soccer boots are already 
dusted. 

While down the Canal we were very 
glad to welcome back O.S. Baldwin, 
who had recovered completely from his 
polio attack. 

With regret we have said good-bye 
to C.E.R.A. Thomas, who has been 
selected for promotion to Temporary 
Commissioned Engineer. 


THE CHANGING FACE OF 
H.M.S. VERNON 

REBUILDING AFTER war damage 
and modernisation arc now going on 
apace in H.M.S. Vernon. The Electrical 
Department is now housed in its own 
new building to the south-east of the 
Creek, while alongside it. in a similar 
new building, is the Admiralty Experi¬ 
mental Diving Unit. Closer to the 
Creek a new instructional building is 
rising to replace the classrooms now 
occupying the third floor of Warrior 
Block which will become entirely 
living quarters. A further site close by 
is being cleared for a similar purpose. 

Mohawk building, ancient if not war 
damaged, is being pulled down to make 
way for a new Chief Petty Officers' 
Mess. This is part of a rehousing 
scheme which will greatly improve the 
standard of accommodation for all 
ratings. It is hoped that the new mess 
will be ready for occupation within two 
years. Then the Petty Officers’ Mess 
will be taken in hand for modernisation 
and extension. 


At the same time a large area near 
the pier has been resurfaced and will 
be used as a helicopter landing ground 
while grassed expanses throughout the 
Establishment are being extended. 

All this activity causes a certain 
amount of disruption within the esta¬ 
blishment but when the dust and hub¬ 
bub have eventually died away a more 
attractive and modern Vernon will 
emerge. 

Capt. J T. Kimpton, D.S.C.. R.N., 
who has been Executive Officer of the 
establishment since January, 1953. has 
now left Vernon on his appointment 
as Assistant Director, Under Sea War¬ 
fare. 

At the time of going to press a visit 
from the new Commandcr-in-C'hief. 
Portsmouth. Admiral Sir George 
Creasy, G.C.B.. C.B.E.. D.S.O., 

M.V.O., is anticipated on Wednesday. 
October 27. The Commander-in-Chief 
will take the salute and march past 
after the Divisions on that day. 


H.M.S. DUCHESS 
AFTER A rough passage out. which 
caused a great deal of "ill feeling," 
the Duchess arrived on the Mediter¬ 
ranean station in good shape, to the 
relief of many and the surprise of a 
few. 

Many of us were “going foreign" 
for the first time and some of us at 
sea for the first time. 

Finding ourselves in the sweltering 
heat in whites, in which we must look 
immaculate, after the wet English 
summer was a very pleasant change 
and our white knobbly knees arc now 
handsomely bronzed. 

However, the weather has broken 
a bit now and thunderstorms seem to 
be the order of the day. 

We look part in the very impressive 
demonstrations for the Emperor of 
Ethiopia, called Exercise "Crcc." in 
which the whole Mediterranean Fleet 
took part, and which concluded with 
high-speed manreuvres, including a 
“grid-iron." 

Tlic football season has started here 
in Malta and our team has made a 
very promising start. There is tremend¬ 
ous keenness aboard and we hope for 
a very successful season. 

Working-up, of course, is not over 
yet, and that takes first place, but we 
can still get enough practice in to live 
up to our motto in sport as well as in 
work—"To lead and not to follow." 


CAREERS IN 

ATOMIC ENERGY RESEARCH 

The Atomic Energy Research Establishment at Harwell 
is now transferred from Government Service to the United 
Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority. Excellent opportunities 
exist for ex-Royal Naval men and women. 

Skilled craftsmen arc required to serve as Research and 
Experimental Mechanics (Special) to cover a wide range of 
duties, including the manufacture of prototypes and special 
plant, maintenance work and plant operation, in well- 
equipped workshops with up-to-date machine tools. 

At present vacancies exist for: 

Instrument Makers and Mechanics 
Tool Makers 

Machine Tool Maintenance Fitters 
Precision Fitters 
Maintenance Fitters and Turners 
Universal Grinding Machine Operators 
Universal Milling Machine Operators 
Electricians 

Commencing rate of pay, 173/1 Od. for 44-hour, 5-day week, 
with advancement on merit to 197/10d. Excellent oppor¬ 
tunities exist for promotion to Technical staff appointments 
and encouragement is given to those wishing to improve 
their qualifications by further studies. 

Single accommodation is available immediately and every 
effort will be made to house suitable married applicants as 
houses become available. 

There are also unskilled vacancies for men and women 
without a trade in resident Catering and Hostel posts, 
Process work, Laboratory work, etc. A limited number of 
vacancies exist for Female Car Drivers (Standard Vanguards). 
Applicants must have a full licence and a clean driving 
record. The establishment is not able to extend housing 
facilities to these grades. 

Further details are set but in the free booklet ‘-'Careers in 
Atomic Energy” which can be obtained from the address 
below, or from the Resettlement Officer, Royal Naval 
Barracks, Portsmouth. 

Senior Labour Manager, 
A.E.R.E. Harwell, 

Didcot, Berkshire. 
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PRESENTATION OF NEW 
MASCOT TO ll.M.S. GAMECOCK 

AT DIVISIONS on Sunday. October 
3. a new gamecock was presented to 
the ship by l.icut.-C'dr. F. C. Thomp¬ 
son. R.N.V.R.. on behalf of the Nun¬ 
eaton Sea Cadet Corps, to replace 
Vanquisher One. who died of blood 
poisoning after a fight with a rat. Van¬ 
quisher Two. as the new mascot is 
known, is an unusual bird in that he. 
unlike other birds of his breed, is a 
speckled bird. Vanquisher Two was 


bred by Mr. Pcgg. of Tieknall, Derby-1 
shire, a gentleman of 80 years, who is ! 
thought to be probably the greatest i 
living authority on game fowl. 

Harvest Thanksgiving 

The Church of England and the 
Church of Scotland churches were 
filled to overflowing at the Harvest 
Thanksgiving services held recently. | 
All produce was afterwards distributed 
between the Hramcote Children's Hos¬ 
pital and the Henry Street Orphanage. 
Nuneaton. 


3n jfflemoriam 

R. E. I.. MUSPRATT, C.YA, 
P/JX 132405, H.M.S. Cambria. 
Died, October 5. 1954. 

J. WHITEHEAD, S.M„ P/KX 
R9II4I, ll.M.S. Coquette. Died. 
October 15, 1954. 

J. BEI.I.. A.B„ P/SSX 869305. 
ll.M.S. Charits. Died October 24, 
1954. 



Knffl 


soon to be the Frobisher television 
room, fitted with the latest Dccca cx- 
I ternal projection set with a viewing 
screen 4 ft. by 3 ft. This should give a 
new pleasure and amenity to the non- 
native stoker. 

Sports 

F.R.A. Thompson has been selected 
to play for the R.N.B. football team. 

F.R.A. I.cason has been selected to 
play for the R.N. rugby team. 

The Stokers' ''B" football team have 
won all their games to date. 

In the .22 target shoots. "G" Room 
I started off well by beating the P.Os.' 
| "A" team and knocking down all 
I tiles in 50 seconds out of the 90 seconds 
I allowed. 

C.P.O. S. M. Walsh took Junior 
| Stokers sailing in Seahorse to gain their 
I "sea legs." 


Presentation of British Empire Medal : At Divisions recently. Rear j 
Admiral A. I). Tori esse, C.B., D.S.O., R.N., presented the British Empire 
Medal to C.A.A. E. V. B. Shilling. The citation reads : “For devotion to duly 
whilst acting as Chief Petty Officer in charge of Afr Division aboard ll.M.S. 
Unicorn during the Korean campaign'' 


II.M.Y. BRITANNIA 

I 111-. MONTH of October has been an 
eventful one for the Royal Yacht 
Squadron. On October 7. at 3 p.nt.. the 
Victoria and Albert's ensign was 
hauled down for the last time and she 
ceased to be a part of the Royal Yacht 
Squadron. Soon she will be taken 
away for breaking up and another link 
with the past will have been broken. 
Although she had not taken an active- 
part for many years. 1 feel sure she 
will be missed by all those who served 
in her and those who were used to see¬ 
ing her in her old berth. 

An event of more personal import¬ 
ance occurred on October 14. when we 
said good-bye to 83 of our shipmates 
who were returning to general service. 
Many readers will remember the 
original A.F.O.. which scheduled a 
one-third reduction after a year of 
service. Most of its chose not to re¬ 
member it. but like the “Sword of 
Damocles" this promise of reduction 
was always poised above our heads. At 
any rate our ex-shipniates will take 
with them the memory and realisation 
that they shared in and were very much 
a part of this first successful year of 
royal yacht service, high-lighted as it 
was by the return of the Royal Family 
from the C ommonwealth tour. It must 
be stressed that the reduction is the 
result of manning policy and is in no 
way a reflection on cither the ability or 
the character of those departing. It is 
the fervent hope of us remaining that 
we may see some of them back again 
when Britannia re-commissions for the 
next season of royal duty. 

We have also said good-bye to our 
executive officer, ('apt. J. S. Dalglish, 
who left to take up a new appointment 
in the Admiralty. Capt. Dalglish com¬ 
missioned Britannia in Glasgow last 
January and supervised the difficult 
work-up period before taking the yacht 
out to Malta and handing over com¬ 
mand to Vice-Admiral Sir Connolly 
Abel Smith. We wish Capt. Dalglish all 
good luck and success in the future 
and welcome his successor. Cdr. J. H. 
Adams, who has recently come from 
the Admiralty. 

Switching finally to sport, our 
soccer team, which plays in the U.S. 
l eague. Division III. is beginning to 
make a name for itself. The results so 
far read: Played 4. won 4. goals for 22. 

goals against I (own goal). 

ROYAI. NAVAI. BARRACKS 

SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME 
The new C.P.O.'s Block 
GREAT SATISFACTION will be felt 
by all past, present and future chiefs 
to know that work will very shortly be 
started on the new block, many times 
mentioned in previous issues. The site 
is on the bandstand green and not. as 
previously stated, on that of the old 
warrant officers' block. 

The front will overlook the parade 
ground and extends from about 30 ft. 
from the clock tower to about 28 ft. 
from the south end of Frobisher Block. 
In depth the block will reach within 
about 20 ft. from the west end of the 
theatre, the front running parallel to 
the west end of the block having the 
clock tower. 

Inside the block will be 168 cabins. 
42 to a floor on four floors, each with 


new type wardrobe and chest of i '• 
drawers. The fifth floor is for the use 11 
of the mess men. who have a dormitory a 
containing 30 beds. The whole of their j! 
floor is self-contained. ! 11 

Bath, toilet and dry ing facilities exist " 
on all floors, the proportion of baths j •' 
being approximately one to every seven d 
cabins. . 

The floor below ground level is well j 11 

spaced out with beer cellars for the ' J 
bars, and there is a four-table billiards j ' 
room, television room and games room. 11 
Adjoining the billiards room are the j *' 
general cloak room, locker rooms and I 3 
the main baggage store. | ’’ 

The ground floor contains the dining j 
hall, main lounge with a bar. writing 11 
room and guest room. It is intended v 
that the dining hall be titled with slid¬ 
ing partitions at the ends so that the 
Mess can be enlarged for social func- j 
lions. The mess men also have a lounge J 
on this floor and arc therefore readily \ “ 
available. P 

To facilitate the easier transport of I 3 
kit. and the weary bodies of the long 11 
week-enders returning in the small !’ 
hours of Monday morning, a lift is 1 
being installed. " 

It is hoped to surround the Mess with 
small lawns and flower beds. 

Work on the site is starting and pre- i 
sent plans envisage the Mess completed ' 
and ready for occupation some time in 5 
1957. v 

For Your Entertainment ! u 

From time to time a valiant collec- ? 
lion of bodies volunteer to form a “ 
theatrical company in the barracks. 11 
They call themselves the Victory c 
Drama Group, and give up a very large v 
amount of their off-duty time in re- IJ 1 
hearsals. The V.D.G. are at the moment 1 
working hard on our Christmas fare. 
Their production will be called "Vic¬ 
tory Regina or the Monstrous Regi- | 
ment." The author is well known in , 
barracks circles. Performances will In- 
staged on December 6. 7 and X. 

Congratulations . . . 

To C.P.O. A. Smith. P JX 778416. 
('.F.R.A. Baker. P MX 56841. and 
C.E.R.A. Palmer. P MX 49516. The 
British Empire Medal, awarded by Her ; 
Majesty The Queen for outstanding 
/cal and devotion to duty, was recently 

C resented to these chief petty officers, 
y Admiral Sir John H. Edelsten. 
G.C.B.. G.C.V.O.. C.B.E.. when he was j 
Commander - in - Chief. Portsmouth. 
This was one of the commander-in- 
chiefs last duties before his retirement. 

Spotlight on Frobisher Group 

We said good-bye to Cdr. (F) 

C. C. M. Bluett. R.N.. last month and 
welcomed Cdr. (El P. Elvin. R.N.. at 
the M.T. and R.E. 

Cdr. Bluett in his time at the M.T. 
and R.E. made and left Iris mark every¬ 
where in the Establishment and did so 
much for the mechanician candidates ! 
for both their work and play. We wish 
him luck in H.M.S. Agincourt as 
flotilla engineer officer. 

We have just said adieu to a 
R.N.B.T. stalwart. E.R.A. Beale, who ! 
is vice-chairman and treasurer to the ' 
Portsmouth Local Committee. He has j 
now joined H.M.S. Rinaldo. We wish I 
him luck and may he further his good 
work in the Fleet. 

The old Band Mess, which is one 
day to be the Frobisher Cafeteria, is I 


BARRACKS WELFARE REPORT 

R.N.B. Laundry 

A REPORT from the Welfare Com¬ 
mittee shows that during the past two 
months great improvements have been 
made in the R.N.B. laundry. The old- 
fashioned overhead shafting for belt- 
driven machinery has been replaced by 
an individual electric motor for each 
machine. Fluorescent lighting is being 
lilted and the building redecorated in¬ 
side. Motors and lighting are being paid 
for by the Welfare Fund and the rc- 
dccoration by Public Funds. 

During this period it is obvious that 
the laundry workers have had to put up 
with a great deal of inconvenience. 
Work has been carried on with very 
little delay to the many satisfied cus¬ 
tomers. despite engineers, electricians 
and painters getting mixed up with 
both dirty and clean washing. 

It is hoped that on completion of 
this modernisation an even better ser¬ 
vice will be provided than before. 

R.N.B. Coaches 

At a recent meeting of the Welfare 
Committee it was agreed that the two 
large motor coaches should be re¬ 
painted before the bad weather sets in 
and so avoid undue deterioration. One 
of these coaches has already been re¬ 
painted ansi looks brand new again. 
The other will be sent in early this 
month. D. G.B. 


ll.M.S. BIGBURY BAY 
A SHORT cruise to Rio Grande dsr 
Sul. Porto Alegre and Montevideo 
was packed with incidents. The first 
occurred in the Sctia Canal before 
entering the Lagoa dos Palos, Brazil's 
largest fresh-water lake, where in a 
heavy mist and with a pilot who 
couldn't speak English we grounded 
without ctrort on a mudbank, on 
which we stayed for 48 hours. While 
there we were joined by two merchant 


ships—a popular pastime in this part 
of Brazil! Subsequent attempts to 
move off varied front towing by a 
Brazilian naval tug. the ship's com¬ 
pany. headed by the First Lieutenant, 
doing a "Knees up Mother Brown" 
stunt on the forecastle to cause a move¬ 
ment. and the last and successful re¬ 
sort. dc - ammunitioning. Thereafter 
we proceeded through the hazardous 
channels of the Lagoa dos Patos to 
Porto Alegre without further mishap 
—some feat for a Bay Class Frigate! 

Porto Alegre welcomed us to no 
mean time. "Churrascos" (barbecues 
in other parts of the world), dances 
and a parade of the While Ensign, 
escorted by an armed guard, to the 
Governor's Palace were but some of 

the high-lights. 

Then Montevideo two days after 
arrival there an air of depression 
shrouded the capital. We learnt that 
a fishing trawler bad sunk on the 
Bancu Inglcsa, 20 miles from the port, 
with the loss of many lives. Two 
Uruguayan destroyers. Artigus 9tnd 
Uruguay, had gone to the trawler's 
assistance, the former turning back 
with engine trouble and the latter 
grounding on this treacherous bank. 
In the event the Uruguay lowered a 
motor-boat in an attempt to reach the 
drowning men. but this stink with the 
loss of one officer and five ratings in 
the rapidly vvorsening weather. 

At first light the next morning, we 
slipped and proceeded to the assist¬ 
ance of the grounded destroyer. On 
arrival we found her to be Itcavily 
aground. broadside on. on a lee-shore, 
the sea breaking over her superstruc¬ 
ture and funnel top a difficult situa¬ 
tion. We could not get near enough to 
pass the tow. so we returned to Monte¬ 
video in the evening to embark longer 
wires in readiness for an early start 
the following morning. 

Luckily, towards midnight the wind 
dropped, causing a surge of water up 
the River Plate and. in the process, 
re-floating the Uruguay. 

The Press and radio devoted much 
publicity to the ship many photo¬ 
graphs appeared in the newspapers— ] 
gratitude from shore was overwhelm¬ 
ing. We were sorry to leave Monte¬ 
video shortly afterwards for the return 
journey to Port Stanley and the Falk¬ 
land Islands. 

II.M-S. MINER FOUR 
ONCF. AGAIN Miner Four has re¬ 
sumed its wandering around these fair 
isles. The places so far at which we 
have imbibed malt liquor in "Chief and 
P.Os.' gin" are Penzance. Falmouth. 
Belfast. Shandon. Oban. Fort Augus¬ 
tus and Rosyth. via the Caledonian 
Canal. 

The excursion through the canal 
was a very novel experience, with Ben 
Nevis looming on our starboard side, 
and climbing up through the locks to 
a 120 feet above sea-level "life sure 
has its ups and downs." We completed 
our first day's steaming through the 
canal using our cargo lights as head¬ 
lamps and our foglight as a rear lamp. 
We expected to be winged by the local 
gendarmes for not carrying number 
plates and two red reflectors. 

During the second day we passed 
through Loch Ness and missed seeing 
the monster by 24 hours, which was 
tragic, as we have its brother on 
board: no names, but the buffer is 
still sulking. 

We had the pleasure of seeing 
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H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh when 
he visited Rosyth. All the ships around 
us looked very smart with all their 
bunting. Our signalman excelled him¬ 
self by dressing us over all. an extra 
ensign at the masthead ("Well done. 
Bunts"). 

We heard by the drums "This is 
Scotland" that our long-lost sister, 
the Miner Three is racing towards us at 
a steady four knots. Can anyone beat 
her record of 36 days. Portsmouth to 

Belfast? 

Senrab 


ll.M.S. DOLPHIN 
Film Stars Visit Fort Blockhouse 

Film stars John Mills and Donald 
Sindcn have been on location for film¬ 
ing sequences for the film "Above us 
the Waves." based on the book of this 
name. It will be remembered that it 
dealt with the development and ac¬ 
tivities of the two-man torpedo (or 
chariot) and the "X" craft (midget 
submarine). 

Numerous shots were taken in 
H.M.S/M. Taurus and in Fort Block¬ 
house. It is rumoured that the Chief 
Buffer (C.P.O. F. Oliver i -who appears 
in one scene—is now seriously con¬ 
sidering several tempting offers from 
Hollywood! 

Dolphin Players Present 

"The Man Who Changed Ills Name" 

By kind permission of the Command¬ 
ing Officer. Capt. E. F. Pizcy, D.S.O.. 
R.N.. the Dolphin Players presented 
the Edgar Wallace play "The Man 
Who Changed His Name." in the 
Little Theatre. ll.M.S. Dolphin, from 
October 17 to 22. 

Miss C. Bartlett, as Nita Clive, gave 
a finished performance as the erring 
wife, while P. G. Sharp, as Selby 
Clive, was sufficiently enigmatic as the 
wronged husband. K. M. Stephen, as 
Frank O'Ryan, was suitably caddish as 
the lover, and M. F. Bright, as Jerry 
Mullen, the Canadian lawyer, per¬ 
formed the difficult feat of sustaining 
a dialect part throughout. M. A. Burn¬ 
ett gave a polished performance as the 
bumbling Sir Ralph Whitcoinbc. K.C. 
M. Campbell, as Lane, the manservant. 
Was sinister in his ready availability 
at the door. 

The play was produced by R. W. 
(■arson and stage managed by R. R. 
Squires. 

Submarine Officers’ Reunion 

Ihe Submarine Officers' Reunion 
was held in Fort Blockhouse on 
Friday. October 15. and 320 serving 
and retired officers attended. 

Among the distinguished guests were 
Admiral Sir Charles Little. Admiral 
Sir Guy Grantham. Vice-Admiral Sir 
Sydney Raw and Vice-Admiral F. A. 
Somerville. The Commander-in-Chief. 
Admiral Sir George Creasy, was unable 
to be present. 

Flag Officer Submarines (Rear- 
Admiral G. H. B. Fawkes) addressed 
the Submariners, after a buffet supper, 
and gave a resume of submarine 
activities over the past year. 

Reception of Press Representatives at 
100-foot Escape Tank 
October 4.1954 

The stair of H.M.S. Dolphin Escape 
Training Tank had been instructed to 
demonstrate their "charge" and asso¬ 
ciated escape and survival equipment 


■» II. II. Kniglil 



Don't look now fellers—but the 'Swain's coining! 
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Navy News Crossword—No. 5 

We regret that due to an error, one of the dues was omitted in the last 
Crossword. 

Consequently, no solutions were received. 

In this issue there will be two prizes of one guinea each for the first two 
correct solutions opened on Monday, 22nd November. 


as a "going concern to approximately tor tne visit oi our new /va- 

70 members of British newspapers. miral Sir George E. Creascy. G.C.B.. 

After an introduction by Flag Officer K.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.V.O., All 
Submarines, Rear-Admiral G. B. H. ships* companies of the 2nd T.S. were 
Fawkes, the Press, together with an represented and the C.-in-C. had a 
enormous battery of cameras, were walk round us all, despite the threaten- 
taken to the tenth floor of the tank. ingrain. . 

Our instructors then demonstrated On October 20 we proceeded to St. 
all methods of escape and survival. Hclier, Jersey, in connection with 
from the old D.S.E.A. oxygen breath- Trafalgar Day celebrations. We were 
ing set to "free" ascent after projection there four days, returning on the Sun- 
from the one-man escape chamber. day to Portland once more. During 
A class of trainees, new intake to our stay at Jersey, the ship was 
the training area, were shown being open to visitors, and a lot of hard work 
given instruction and then doing was done preparing for it. The good 
shallow ascents. people of Jersey arranged theatre 

_ shows and a trip round the island for 

_... „.„ us. as they have always done in the 
H.M.S. HEDINGHAM CASTLE past. Wc had an enjoyable stay there. 
SINCE OUR memorable visit to and a pleasant change from old 
Shanklin. things have been more or "Casex" Routines, 
less "routine"; therefore, events car- J. R. M. 


Honours and Awards 
Presentation 

ON BEHALF of Her Majesty 
The Queen, the Commander-in- 
Chief presented British Empire 
Medals to the following ratings 
in H.M.S. Victory (ship) on 
Monday, October 25: 

Anderson. J. W„ P/JXI42I97 
C.Y.C., H.M.S. Mercury. 

McCann. J„ J/JX152929 
C.P.O., H.M.S. Excellent. 


HJVLS. PHCENIX 

THE MAIN item of interest this 
month was the appearance of "Grand 
(A Ukkcrs". at Wembley on Friday, 
J ' October 22. Ably assisted by the 
UJ apprentices' and ship's company bands 
5^ from H.M.S. Collmgwood. together 
with that of H.M.S. Ariel, all in 
fancy costumes, mainly made by the 
men themselves, the show was the 
high-light of the arena shows. The 
sound of the famous Wembley cheers 
still echoes. 

Taking full advantage of the sur¬ 
prising line weather, hands arc busy 
on preparing the tennis courts and 
football pitches. The Inter-part Six-a- 
side Football Competition (some rail 
it slaughter) is well under way, whilst 
our hockey 1st XI arc doing quite 
well. 

The rifle team arc keeping their 
position in the .303 League and we 
wish them well in the coming com¬ 
petitions. 

The gardens and verges arc now 
being planted with thousands of bulbs, 
so that those coming up for courses 
in the spring should have a cheerful 
greeting to help them along. 

"The Bird" 


- TH£ 

teiri ai - 


6 . Some assistance comes back for her (5). 

7. Sky major? <4>. 

8 . Costing rather more than I. Transport 
co*«*7 (2 words. 5. 8 ). 

9. Gibraltar to the ancients. Cobalt bombs for 
us? <4 words. J. 2 . 3. 5). 

13. Tomorrow, perhaps (J words. 3. 3. 3) 

14. Start? No. except In 9 <3>. 

15. Sending to Coventry? <9). 

16. ••Sister" with a sad sound? (3). 

1 *. Sec 19 across. 

20 . Could be a Pole 43). 

22. Car light when broken (3) 

24. Material for the stage? (3). 

26. Prieatly garment (J). 

27 Sash € J). 

29, The artist it followed by a backward gunner, 
but a large number come between 15). 

31. Continental island in 15 f5). 

32. If this returning fell on you. it might this 

you (4). 

34. Time to go or return t4>. 

35. The vane on the steeple. It's mixed below 
it (4). 

36. Not at all 3 (4). 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Funny red pedal (anag.). What a fright! 
<2 word*. 5. 8 ). 

10 . More than 2 ? That's no odds (5). 

11. Admiral in Iran's one-ship navy (5). 

12. What a landlady or a "con man" does to 
one? (2 words. 5. 2). 

16. Doctor of thriller fiction (3). 

17. Can she be volatile? 131. 

19. The auctioneer asks this for 18. but doesn't 
do this to the second part of this (7). 

21. Outstanding 17). 

23. May be infra (2 words. 3. 4). 

2«. An abstainer'* pain? <7>. 

28. For play without pay? No; k>«t for (3). 

30. The point ol writing? (3). 

33. Overhead* 17). 

37. Ray is forbidden. It is borne in mind (5). 

38. College Window? 45). 

39. Can enter stage tanag.). Whereby? (2 words. 
8 . 5). 

CLUES DOWN 

2. Level (4). 

3. Unpleasant 13). 

4. ?. Failures at crease. t2 words. 4. 4). 


marked for mention in our newspaper H.M. UNDERWATER COUNTER- 
arc few and far between. MEASURES AND WEAPONS 

Wc had been looking forward ESTABLISHMENT, HAVANT 

eagerly to °V r „ l 0r, ^r< m lh« 11 ia'H C .te IMPERIAL SERVICE MEDALS 
n n , w-as b V Her Majesty The Queen to 

commenced O^ober II. “ VJ* ihree members of U.C.W.E. staff on 
cancelled, and here we are rarry ng (hcjr rc|jremen , wrc recent , resen . 
out normal duties, instead ol being , . . nr nr n r lhr : r cn i| ca *ues 

alongside amid the hustle and bustle HeJdoFSe Esla'blilhment?who 

'•2* of wc have™, 

concerned. At the time of writing wc ric'k’ BEM ’"artificer' vrith”a 

ft rttf S 8 SEttSTK E— 

players—E.R.A. Slater and goalkeeper *«P* r .« V C1 '' scrv ‘“- 
"Scouse" Freeman. Keep it going in Mrs. R. F. Syson-Nibbs. supennten- 
R.N.B., lads. We look forward to dent of typists, retired on September 
good results once the team settles 30. 1954. after 32} years service, all in 
|j own the Establishment, except four war 

Our shooting team has brought home years at the Signal School. A presenta- 
the cun twice in four weeks in the lion on behalf of her colleagues was 

. . * n _ g' _ nvi.U to Urc Ct'cnn.Nthhc Tni* 


Anything for Sate? 

Try a NAVY NEWS CLASSIFIED ADVERT 

Details below 


weekly .22 Handicap Shooting Com¬ 
petition. Wc hope to be the eventual 
holders of the cup when the competi¬ 
tion ends. 

On October 19 Divisions were held 
on Queen Pier in Portland Dockyard 


Classified Advertisements 


Cluvsilied Advertisements may be 
placed at: 

Gale & Pnldcn Ltd., Nelson House, 
Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth, as nett 
as at the Royal Nasal Barracks Ports¬ 
mouth. 

Pritale Advertisements, 2d. per word j 
minimum. 2s. 

Trade Advertisements, 4d. per word; 
minimum. 4s. 

Name and address ol advertiser 
must accompany each advertisement. 
Bos Number, 9d. extra. 


TWO FURNISHED BOOMS with use ol kit- FURNISHED FEAT. 4 rooms. >h*re halhroom. 

,hen and bathroom, sas and electricity, no linen; h. A c. in bedroom, electric cooker, telephone. 
45s. per week.—81 Hums holt Road. Milton. aaraee. larae xa'dcn; part central hcalmx; con- 

, | ... . . _ _ srnirni for buses; 9 mile* Pottmiouth and 

of I \ ERA comfortable furnished bedrsxiro. con- pc Xcn & eUi: 4 fn ». pc, * C ck. _ ixnmcad 

vement for shops and busev. 20 *. per week, vicarage. Td. : HamNcdon 73 

clcctrrcily and linen inclusive.—Call between __. _ . . „ 

5 and 6 P.m. on Monday. Tuesday. Wednesday BED AND BREAkF AST and cicninc meal, lull 

or Friday. 51 Trmpson Road. Landport. Ports- board week-ends; 50s per week. including taun- 
mouth dry; space lor car.—28 Augustine Road. Dray- 

THE MOUNT, above PortchcsTcr (close ,on - PWsmoalb. 

A.S.R.E.I. provide* coralorublc prime accom- FURNISHED BED-SllTING-ROOM. use of 
modafKtn ssrih full board for officer** families, bathroom; ms*dcratc icrim.—85 Locksssay Road, 
in allractivc. healths surroundings, convenient Milton. 

for all naval establishment by car; parliculaily furnished DOUBLE FRONT BED-SIT. 
suitable foe course*, house-bunting, etc.: obviate* TING-ROOM: gas ring, fire and own meter; use 
selling up house for limned Dcrtrxls; Itee baby kllcbcn: moderate rcfrm.—20 St. David'* 
watching; garages; winter terms from 4| gns.; Road. Sojrhsea. 

protressiire reducUom forchUdrcm—Ueul. Cdr. reQ FURNISHED ROOMS, use of bathroom 
M.M.Cblling*. Phone Cosham .5081. and kitchenette: moderate terms.—215 Franco 

MALLOW GUEST HOUSE. 82 Whilwcll Road. A*cnuc. Soulhsca. 

Souihsea S R«'*' Omber lUtoM^h FURNISHED ROOMS. u.c ol bathroom 

ner'»ilh 5 fuS^board SSfaSdwWftlS 

w«k for famllie. of naval personnel. Children u,, ‘ cr Copnor. 

welcome. TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, use ol kllcbcn 

and baihnxvm.—9 Wcvtovcr Road Copoor Incar 
Baflirts Pond). 

ACCOMMODATION or board residence in 
country bungalow; all modern convenience*; lew 
minutes from bu*cs; I or 2 person* sharing; 
moderate tcrim.—Fairhavcn. Bridle Path. Five 
Heads Road. Ilorndcan. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, use of bath and 
kitchenette: vacant until end of April; no chil¬ 
dren.—17 Florence Road. Soulhsca. 

FURNISHED HOUSE to let. long let pre¬ 
ferred; san be viewed any day between 3.0-6.0.— i 
75 Surrey Street. Portsmouth 

TWO-ROOM FURNISHED FLATLET. 

50*. per week—60 Whit well 
' 31851. 

FURNISHED ROOMS. 

.. almost sole use of kitchen; 
per week.—15 Mayle* Road. Milton. 

| TWO FURNISHED ROOMS to let. me of 
bathroom, kitchen and pantry; no linen; 35*. 
per week; own gas meter.—17 Domum Road. 
Connor. 

TWO COMFORTABLE furnished rooms; use 
of kitchen, no bathroom, own linen: 32ft. 6 d. 
per week, inclusive of electricity.—Apply by let- 
ter. Mr*. Larcombc. 176 Lastiicld Road. East- 
ncy. Southsea. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS to let. we of 
kitchen, own linen; n.» children.—Apply after 
7 pm.. 97 Esalemont Road tof! Jessie Road). 
Soulhsca. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, use of kitchen; 
uhildren.-^Cali clean and comfortable. 32*. fid. per week; no 
169 Chatsworth children.—II Rcnny Road. Portsmouth. 

FURNISHED FLAT comprising reception 
ard or bed and room, double bedroom, kitchen, bathroom. 
A c.Y. no chil- separate toilet, phone, use of garden and cycle 
kxnhsca. Tel.; shed; 65a. per week.—2 Clilton terrace. Soutb- 


BED-SITTING-ROOMS, own cooker, radio, 
gas fire, all conveniences, use of bathroom; no 
children.—Phone 31988. 

IWO comfortable furnished rooms, use 
kitchen and bathroom, convenient for all buses; 
terms moderate .—12 Kimbollon Road. Copnor. 

FURNISHED SELF-CONTAINED FLAT, own 
meter, suit couple; 63s. per week.—94 Findon 
Road. Liston. Gosport. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, use of kitchen, 
no children, near shops and buses.—229 West- 
field Road. Portsmouth. 

SEMI-BASEMENT. Urge bed-sitting-room and 
kitchen, no linen, no children or pets.—23 
Albany Road. Southsea. 

THREE BED-S THING-ROOMS, own gas ring*, 
use of gas stove: 30». per week inclusive; no 
children.—10 Worthing Road. Southsea. 

CARAVAN to let. long or short period*; six- 
berth. separate kitchen, lilted with Cakvr ga« . -— 
stove and all conveniences, situated in delightful 3 1 st. 
wooded country in the New Forest, swimming. 
fishing.—Apply to C. H. Whittaker. 58 First 
Avenue. Farlington. Cos ham. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, use of kitchenette SUPERIOR board residence in good district of 
and bathroom* baby welcomed.—61 Ouecn'* I Southsea. well-appointed accommodation and 
road. Gosport. good food.—Mr*. Brooks. "Castclnau. Merton 

Road. Southsea. 

LARGE LOUNGE BED-MTTING-ROOM. use 
of kitchen and bathroom: 35s. per week inclu¬ 
sive of electricity.—29 Laurence Road. Southsea. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS: use of bathroom 
ard kitchen; suit naval couple, no children.— I 
llellycr Road. Southsea. 

FURNISHED ACCOMMODATIONS meals by 
arrangement: terms moderate.—Iercncc House. 

29 Stanley Street. Southsea. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, usr of bathroom TOP 
and kitchen: no cutlery, crockery or linen: 25*. gas ring and fires, 
per week inclusive of electricity.—Home Field. Road. Southsea. Tel. 

T,,ChfiCk! - Nf * F * reh * m TWO PLEASANT 
TeL. niChflcM 2126. every convenience: 

FURNISHED BEDROOM, sming-room. with 42s 
radio; kitchenette, share bathroom; 42s. 7~ 
week inclusive of electricity; no children .—86 
Orchard Road. Southsea. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, central heating, 
constant hot water; use of kitchen; own cooker 
and bathroom; no children.—17 Devon Road. 

Copnor. 

FURNISHED ACCOMMODATION: bed and 
breakfast and evening meal; 50s. per week.— 

"The Lawns." 14 Prince of Wales Road (off 

I Stoke Road). Gosport. 

TWO LARGE FL'RNI 
stair*, one down, use • 

_ IS evses iwMu. mmuu. — - ' " A 

BED-SITTING-ROOMS, own cooker*. — Apply 
" to 3.30. 47 Victoria Road. 


TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, use of bathroom 
and kitchen; vacant for seven month*; 35*. per 
week inclusive.—23 Hunter Road. Southsea. 
WEYMOUTH. Central.—Bed and breakfast or 
board residence: h. A c. in all bedrooms; rmnlcr- 
ate term *.—20 Great George Street. Weymouth. 
CENTRAL ACCOMMODATION, dose shop- 
ping centre, station and buse*. Booking lor 
Christmas; terms moderate.—Bo* ABCI. "Navy 
News." r.N Barrack*. 


TRADE 


1)0 VOU DESIRE HOUSE OWNERSHIP? 
Why pay c*cc**ivc rent? Home purchase with 
endowment assurance with reduced premiums by 
naval allotment, ensures security for the future. 
—Write for lull particular*, without obligation, 
to S. V. N'orri*. "Gwcnlyn." Bccchwood Avenue. 
Watcrloovillc. Hants. 

GOSPORT. LAWSON & COMPANY. Estate 
Agents, have in recent years assisted a great 
number ol naval personnel to purchase suitable 
properties in the district. Enauiric* welcomed 
and personal attention given without obligation. 
Mortgages arranged (at present 95 per cent, up 
to purchase price 12 . 000 ). A selection of modern 
house* and bungalows from approximately £1.500 
upwards available with deposits of approximately 
£75 upwards.--Offices. 9 Brockhurst Road. 
Gosport. Phone 89566. 

WARDROOM GARAGE. R.N. BARRACKS. 

Let u» service your car. Quicker—Better — 
Cheaper. Our garage now completely moder¬ 
nised. Power lift installed. Tccalcmit pressure 
greasing, etc. All kinds of repair* at reasonable 
charge* 


ACCOMMODATION TO LET FURNISHED, large bed-sitting-room. 

uruMuiin • tciir FI ATLETS. each use ol kitchen, bathroom, etc., h. A c.. also 
£«« SJnJSAn Sd ‘ho-c,: ««• ‘•'.M.aiv, figud 

convenience? uve of ba.htonm: rcncl no child- feodenee. etc.; moderalc ic.mv-Phonc J44I5. 
ren: 40*. pef »cck.—Phone 337101. TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, me of kitchen 

m i. and BREAKFAST. fkl. per niehl: *uil and halhroom. «a* fire, own meter, no linen, 
one or IWO vharin.: week-end* or pcrmanenl.- varacc for .mail ear: < 0 *. per week melmne.- 
5 I ornc Road. Soulbvca. 82 Lanpuinc Road. Mdlon. 

TMf) LARGE FURNISHED FRONT ROOMS. IA3WKK SELF-CONTAINED FLAT. 5 room* 
ol kilehen and halhroom. comctvaloiy. and halhroom. redecorated and modernned. lorn- 
L-wde-n larse work *hed and Mora.e for cycle*, ohed. near bm roule lo Farcham. WincheMcr. 
fw rc'lriclkin*. no chil«cn.-42 Marina Croce. Soulh^onj. 0 * per week. KAKIh» Imb 
p.,ri,-hrstrr Faicham. ,et - can ^ 'tewed any time.—Keys from bitumen 

BFO-SIITING-ROOM for one. meal* a* .c F *™- »■>'"< hwanmofe. Sou.hampmn. 

uulred. laundry and halhroom. etc .—«6 Daul.ion COMFORTABLE hoard rc*idence. few minute* 

Hoad Buekland. Porumoulh. Canoe Lake and near hu* »top*: bed and Break- 

LAR ‘; E k^?““ 1 EI S.SSKSS,^r u ^-^k H&VZW- 

per’week" “so'Wh'hiSl 

\ite Forton Road Po*t Office). Gorporf. R^Ld sJiuih-M 

ACCOMMODATION for submariner* iwo _—... 

vharine. bteakfa*! and eveniot meal: moderate 
term*: central (or all bmc*.—17 Ouecn'* Road. 

North End, Portxmouih. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS and own kitchen¬ 
ette with modern ns stove, sink. Ascot, own 
meter, me ol bathroom: 42*. per week inclusive: 
no children.—60 Sr. Autuslinc Road. Soulhsca. 

furnished lounac. bedroom and kitchen. - 

separate mclcr*. own linen, use ol bathroom: and ba throo m, 
no children: 35*. per week.—18 Ablnedon Road r . ' V 

incar OaumoM Cinema). Soulhsca. . allcrnoon* only. 

SSJSS 2 ^'OlI’rGE ROOMS, use o. kilehen and Kalb- ACCOMMODATION 
all modern conveniences, telephone, modern room, expectant mother wcIcomaL or no objee- breakfast. u*e of hati 
kitchen. very comfortable.—99 Goldsmith lion to baby under 12 months.—33 St. Andrcwi s dren —16 Lowcay 
Avenue. Soulhsca. Road. Southsea. 31/0JI. 


and kittens usually for sale.—"Scvcnoak*." Cow- 
plain. llanL*. 

£1,725. Stubbmfton. Hants. Red Lion F,*tatc; 
2 mile* Lce-on-S 4 >lcnt and H.M.S. Colling- 
wood.—Semi-detached bungalow, built 1953; 
large loungc/dining-room. 2 bedroom*, spacious 
fitted kitchen. Multipoint Ascot: lilted bathroom; 
grccnh«*usc; ample garage space; road* made up. 
—268 White Hart Lane, portchcalcr. Farcham. 
Hants. 
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Venus, just held off a challenge from 
Midshipman Slaughter, of H.M.S. 
Jamaica, and in the 220 yards. Ratten 
was pipped at the post by a strong 
finish by A.B. Hall, of H.M.S. Agin- 
court. 

In the relays, H.M.S. Jamaica won 
the mile medley with case from the 
Sixth Frigate Squadron, thanks largely 
to Ck. (O) Smith in the 880 yards, who 
had already finished third in the three 
miles and second in the mile. 

The 4x110 yards was a much closer 
finish. A.B. Hall overhauling two com¬ 
petitors to win for the Fourth De¬ 
stroyer Squadron. 

As would appear from the Scottish 
Sunday Express, the tug-of-war was as 
popular as ever. 

The field events, which had to be 
postponed until the Sunday afternoon 
(due to ships arriving back front exer¬ 
cises later than expected), without the 
background of pipe music and heavy¬ 
weights tossing the caber, were much 
more sombre, particularly as it rained 
fairly steadily throughout the after¬ 
noon. The competitors found the grass 
take olf for the high jump treacherous, 
and no fewer than two went straight 
beneath the bar to land awkwardly in 
the pit. Again, due to lack of training 
and the poor conditions, the heights 
and distances achieved were only of 
average standard. 

Although the athletics were not held 
on a competitive basis, it is clear from 
the results that under the new Home 
Fleet Sports Organisation the units arc 
well matched, and the Fleet looks for¬ 
ward to some very keen inter-unit com¬ 
petitions in the future. 

As we go to print, the Home Fleet 


ROYAL NAVY BOXING 
ASSOCIATION 


the Portsmouth City Police A.C. Thir- as follows: , and team selector, and watcher, all the forwards seem to lack finish, ball con- 

teen teams turned out and completed To hold the 1954-55 R.N. Champion- Command matches. Like the Com- trol and the ability to shoot. If the 
the course of six laps, each of three ships at Portsmouth on March 29-30. mands, the Navy play representative reader thinks this harsh criticism, may 1 
miles from the Garrison Church to the 1955. matches against the pick of the senior remind him the Navy last won the 

South Parade Pier and back. The To support a proposal from the amateur leagues—Isthmian. Corin- Inter-Service Championship in 19.8. 
R.N.A.C. "A" team, consisting of A.B.A. that the winners of the I.S.B.A. thian. Spartan, etc.—with the same that < s before over half the present 
M.A.A. Pape. P.O. Sharp. P.O. Isaacs. Boys 1 Championships should go for- object of trying certain players prior naval personnel now serving were born. 
L.S. Haskell. L.R.E.M. Ragg-and A.B. ward to the A.B.A. Junior Champion- to the R.A.F. and Army games. Ports- Another feature is the introduction 
Jackson, look the medals for third team ships, commencing next season. If mouth Command will have the privi- of affiliation fees as for football. The 
after the winners had been disqualified adopted, various modifications regard- lege of seeing the Navy side in action Sports Control Board have not got any- 
for having an ineligible runner in their ing ape and weights will be necessary against Cambridge University on thing like enough money to finance all 
leant. In open team competitions all to bring the conditions relating to the Wednesday. December 8. at Fratton games and it is necessary for each game 
runners must be first claim for their R.N. Boys'Championships in line with Park. to become far more -elf-supporting, 

team and Salisbury had a Scottish those for the A B A. Junior Champion- Capt. J. R. Gower. D.S.C.. R.N.. is These, fees will subsidise travelling ex- 

runner who is serving in the R.A.F.. ships. ihc newly elected chairman of the P-m^s of those teams who reach the 

and had not sought permission to com- To discontinue the R.N. Novices’ r jq Football As-ociation semi-final and final of the knock-out 

pete for an Fnelish team while serving Championships, which in the past had .. ... , ■ -j. . competition and finance the new Royal 

in this part of the country. Because of often resulted in uneven matching and . , ' ‘ 'J. uNavy handbook. This is a delightful 

.he lean, disqualification the Salisbury in lieu hold a scries of Navy trials in “ ws . of C'ommhi«£ in li " ,c b,M,k ’ l’ rc l' arcd h >' Lieut. (S) 

man. who ran last for his team and did late October and early November for * fosa 'Th^fi™*refew?«?Vh^h- x\\ F,eck - on ,hc C.in-C's staff, and will 

the fastest lap time, was debarred from the purpose of selecting Navy boxing Junc ’ lyM ’ lbc nrsl refer!> lo ,bc bjl1 - fill a very great need to players and 

taking the special prize for the fastest teams. I-, officials, which leads me on to umpires. 


Christmas 

1954 


To ensure your relatives 
and friends can obtain a 
copy of 

NAVY NEWS 

during 1955. send 4/6 to 

Navy News Office 
R.N.B., Portsmouth 

with their name and 
address, and a copy will 
be sent each month. 


THE RESULTS of lhc National 
Championships held at Aldershot in 
October were as follow s.— 

Team results: I. R.A.F., 329 points; 
2. R ALA. Sandhurst. 354; 3. Royal 
Marines "A.” 355; It). Royal Navv, 
529; 13. Royal Marines "B." 565. 

Individual placings: Sergt. C. T. 
Rees. R.M.. 3rd; Lieut. N, I.. Easter- 
brook. R.M.. 14th; Sergt. A. L. Beaton. 
R.M.. 20th: Sub.-Licut. T. V. Harding. 
R.N,. 33rd: Lieut. I*. P. II. Aldrich. 
R..VL. 37th: ( apt. N. S. Stewart. R M 
43rd: Lieut. (E) D. J. F, Jarrold. R.N.. 
49th: Lieut. (E) Dougan. R.N.. 51st; 
Marine J. Chamberlain. R.M..60lh. 

Sergt. Rees was chosen to represent 
tire.it Britain in the World Champion¬ 
ships at Budapest. He is a P.T.I. sta¬ 
tioned at the I.T.C.. Lvmpstonc. and 
the other two competitors representing 
Great Britain were also P.T. Instruc¬ 
tors: Sergt. Norman. A.P.T.C.. and 


change their ships. In the football 
world, your present address is noted 
when your postal order arrives. So 
umpires please get in touch with your 
Command representatives. 


HOCKEY 

L.S. Officers' Club Hockey 
SIXTY-SIX PLAYERS gave their 
names in for trials, and from this en¬ 
couraging start two teams have been 
selected and the 1st XI have already 
recorded victories over Surbiton. 


COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF'S 
TR \KAI.GAR DAY CHARITY 

CUP 

THIS CUP was presented by Admiral 
Sir Stanley Colvilc in 1916 for conipcti- 
OWING TO a heavy exercise pro- tion in an annual match, btween the 
gramme it was not possible to hold a Royal Navy (Portsmouth) and the 
Home Fleet athletics meetings without Royal Marines (Portsmouth). The pro- 
clashing with the Invcrgordon gather- | cceds of gates w ere to be donated to the 
ing. and therefore the track events were j Trafalgar Day Orphan Fund, 
run concurrently with the Invcrgordon | Since the beginning of the compeli- 
games on Saturday. September 18. and tion. the sum donated is £1.223 15s. 3d. 
the field events were held separately on The Royal Navy has won the cup 
Sunday. September 19. 25 times, the Royal Marines 9. and 4 

The Invcrgordon games were, as matches have been drawn, 
usual, bles-cd with fine weather The result of the match played on 
although it had been raining steadily Wednesday. October 20. was : Royal 
all the week. This left the track very Navy (Portsmouth). 2: Royal Marines 
heavy, and. combined with the handi- (Portsmouth). 1. 
cap of running on a 330-yard track. Teams: 

this made the times very slow. Also. Royal Navy (Portsmouth): Mcch. 
because of ships'movements, there had Morphew; A.B. Baron. L.S. Phillips; 
been very little time for training, and Shpt. Brow n. E.M. Keld, L./Wtr. John- 
two comptitors ran themselves into the son; E.M. Jackson. 1..E.M. Valero, 
ground, one collapsing within yards of I..E.M. Champion. O.A. Week, A.B. 
the tape. Crick. 

The best running of the day was by Royal Marines (Portsmouth): Mne. 
E.A. Brown, of H.M.S. Vigilant, who Reddy; CpI. Walling. Mne Goulding; 

X iitc confidently and easily won the Mne. Mildred. Sergt. Puttock. Mne. 

ree miles and one mile. The closest Morris: Mne. I.onnigan. Mne. Mun- 
finishes were in the 440 yards and 220 day. Mne. Handley. Mne. Raybould. 
yards—in the first Boy Batten. H.M.S. Mne. Billington. 


WHY NOT TRY 

JACK IB LA 11C 

TAILOR TO THE SENIOR SERVICE 

BRANCHES 

QUEEN STREET - UNICORN ROAD - STANLEY ROAD 

PORTSMOUTH 


will not be handicapped by not being 
able to get away from their ships or 
establishments. 

Trick runners and old club members 
should book December 4 when the 
Club annual dinner and dance will be 
held on the occasion of the visit of the 
Metropolitan Police team. Details may 
be obtained from C.P.O. Barnes. 
H.M.S. Excellent. (Telephone: Dock¬ 
yard 5204.) 


For Your Christmas Gifts This Year? 


Our Gift Despatch Service is at your Disposal :: Write or call for full Details 


Aldcnhoi. Hani- 



